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Commentator

Joseph Sutcliffe, M.A., an English Wesleyan minister, was born at Baildon, Yorkshire. He was converted in early life and became a circuit riding preacher at age 24.

He was appointed by John Wesley to Redruth in 1786. Sutcliffe introduced Methodism into the Scilly Isles in 1788, and spent the last twenty years of his life in retirement in London, where he died May 14, 1856 at age 94.

His course was one of "unspotted Christian purity and progressive excellence. In Biblical scholarship he especially excelled." He was an indefatigable writer, publishing in all thirty-two works on religious subjects, the chief being this A Commentary on the Old and New Testament.

This commentary represents 40 years of Sutcliffe's study of the Bible. After retiring at age 74, he compiled this commentary from his Bible study notes he accumulated over the years. The commentary is mostly expositional with some exegetical comments and Hebrew/Greek analysis.

00 Introduction 

THE SECOND BOOK OF MOSES, CALLED EXODUS.
The title of this book in the Hebrew, is Sepher-Shemoth; or the book which begins with the names of the children of Israel, who came out of Egypt. It is not known whether it was called Exodus, that is, the going out or departing from Egypt, by the Seventy, or whether it received that title in later times. It was written by Moses, as is evident from the style. It contains the history of the Israelites from their oppression in Egypt to their emancipation; to the giving of the law, the erection of the tabernacle, and their complete establishment into a Theocracy. The whole of this period amounts to one hundred and forty four years.

Egypt is allowed to be equal in antiquity with Babylon, and its inhabitants were the first who built temples for their idols. Thébes in Upper Egypt, Zoan, (Memphis) and Hebron, seem to have been built nearly at one time. Herodotus, in Euterpe, very correctly supposes that the land of Egypt had been mainly warped up by the sea, and the mud of the river Nile. Its towns and villages were in his time almost twenty thousand; and many of the ancient cities were flourishing, notwithstanding all the devastations of war. Upper Egypt, from the time of king Meris, to the visit of this author, two hundred years before the Christian era, had been warped up eight or nine cubits; and since then the lake Meriotis has diminished two thirds. Its circumference was then seventy five miles, and now it is only twenty five.

Concerning the diversity of ceremonies in religion, this author reports farther, that in the city of Bubastis, the people celebrate annually several feasts in honour of Diana, and in the city of Busiris, situate in the middle of the Delta, in honour of Isis, or the Ceres of the Greeks. In the city of Saïs they have feasts in honour of Minerva. At Heliopolis they keep them in honour of the Sun; in the city of Butte in honour of Latona; and in the city of Paprime in honour of Mars.

The Pyramids of Egypt were built after the Ogygian Inundation, as receptacles of the dead, and as places of retreat in case of a high rising of the water, for all the exterior of these ancient monuments are full of steps; and steps which in many places remain to the present day. See Denon’s Plates. 

01 Chapter 1 

Verses 1-22
Exodus 1:1. The children of Israel. Some think we should read here, the sons of Israel. Paul, Galatians 4:3; Galatians 4:5, makes a distinction between children and sons, in the words νηπιοι and υιοθεσιαν.

Exodus 1:7. The land was filled with them. The prodigious increase of the Israelites while in Goshen is accounted for, from the peculiar fruitfulness of their females, who often had, as the Jews allow, two, three, and four children at a birth; from their indulgence in a plurality of wives, and the longevity of the fathers. What a diversity of providence, that in two hundred and fifteen years, while they wandered as shepherds, the males should be no more than seventy or seventy five; and in two hundred and fifteen years more, the men able to bear arms were more than six hundred thousand. The whole number could not be less than three millions.

Exodus 1:11. Pithom and Raamses. The former of these is said to be Pelusium, now Damiette, situate at the eastern mouth of the Nile, a strong frontier town. Raamses was called Heliopolis, after the Emperor Helius, who surrounded it with a triple wall. The Greeks say it was built by Peleus, father of Achilles, which has little probability of truth. They built also pyramids and other public monuments. Greek πυρος, wheat, grain, probably gave the name of pyramids, because those buildings have a resemblance to a stack of wheat.

Exodus 1:19. Are lively. This no doubt was often true, and the king believed it. These midwives had the character of confessors of righteousness, because they risked their lives for their religion, and their people. Women engaged in some laborious employment have a great advantage over those of softer habits of life, at the time of parturition, because of their superior hardiness and strength. This edict, it would seem, was too cruel to be of long continuance.

Exodus 1:21. Made them houses. Their fortitude in resisting the king’s bloody decrees, so exalted their character, that they were married into the first families of Levi; or the Lord blessed them with a vast posterity in their houses.

Exodus 1:22. Every son that is born ye shall cast into the river, that the land might not be polluted with blood. Elijah took the prophets of Baal to the brook and slew them. In many parts of Africa the blacks preserve this custom, and in the West Indies many instances of this kind have occurred.

REFLECTIONS.
This short chapter comprises a considerable number of years, during which the Hebrews increased in number, increased in wickedness, and almost lost their religion. They worshipped the gods, and revered the abominations of Egypt. Joshua 24:14. Ezekiel 20:8. Circumcision, the grand seal of their covenant fell into total disuse, Joshua 5.; and having partially adopted the idolatry of their oppressors, they made little scruple of intermarrying with the daughters of the Egyptians. Leviticus 24:10. Exodus 12:38. Hence the Lord permitted the sorest calamities to befal his people. Hence also ministers, and the heads of houses may learn, that among a numerous people, rigour of discipline must be preserved. If the reins are once abandoned to passion and the populace, a nation is in full route to become an object of divine visitation.

We may farther observe, that the first strokes of God’s afflictions are to sanctify rather than destroy. Israel in bondage cried unto the Lord: and it is very remarkable that God never brought a man, or a people to distinction and honour, but he began, or very early accompanied his work by affliction. The oppression of the Israelites had a most salutary effect, in weaning their affections from Egypt, and preparing them for the hardships of the desert. Let us then be supported under all our troubles, by a firm persuasion, that soon or late it shall appear that they were intended for our good.

Pharaoh and his court, who decreed the destruction of the male infants, show us that when wicked men are assailed with fears and menaced with danger, they are apt to substitute policy for prudence and cruelty for justice; and in that case, they are sure to fall into the pit they dig for another, as the history before us amply proves. Ah, how many dreadful portraits have we in sacred and profane history of the character of man. To what an extent of wickedness may he not rapidly attain? And who can be preserved, that does not properly believe in God, doing all things in his sight.

In the midwives who feared God, and risked their lives for righteousness, persons may learn how to conduct themselves in the crisis of temptation and trouble. When a man is poor, and persecuted, and friendless, what has he left but his God? And if he, in those circumstances, forfeit the divine favour, he is ruined indeed. Joseph, abandoned in prison, and long forgotten of the butler, had nothing left but his piety; and it proved a hundredfold reward in this life, and in the world to come life everlasting. Let us learn therefore to reject the wisdom of the flesh, and to cherish the wisdom from above, which is pure, peaceable, full of mercy and of good fruit. 

02 Chapter 2 
Verses 1-25
Exodus 2:1. Took to wife. Amram married Jochebed, his father’s sister, as in Exodus 6:20; that is, as the scriptures often afford example, his father’s relation. But doubts may be entertained of Josephus here, because she must have been very old when Moses was born.

Exodus 2:2. A goodly child; a beautiful and fine looking infant. Hence she made an ark of papyrus, a water plant, proper for the purpose. This reed grew ten feet high, and was employed in making canoes, and was used for many other purposes. Its pith and seeds afforded food.

Exodus 2:4. His sister. Miriam, who was, according to Josephus, seventeen years of age.

Exodus 2:5. The daughter of Pharaoh [Thermutis, as in Josephus] came down to wash in the river, as was her usual religious practice, which was probably known to the parents of Moses. She is said, by Philo, to have been Pharaoh’s only daughter, and without children. She was evidently influenced by the spirit of God to preserve the child. This humane act would abate, without doubt, much of the cruelty of the king’s edict. Moses lived in the palace, and was learned in all the wisdom of the Egyptians; he accompanied the army, as Josephus states, in an expedition to Ethiopia, and was mighty in word and deed among the Egyptians.

Exodus 2:10. Moses. Mou in the Egyptian tongue, as in all the dialects of Shem’s race, signifies water, and ses, saved or drawn out.

Exodus 2:11. When Moses was grown. When he was forty years of age, it came into his heart to visit his brethren. Acts 7:23. From these words of St. Stephen, and from Moses’ supposing his brethren would have understood that God would deliver them under him as their captain general, it is evident he must have had a secret call to this high mission, either by dream or vision. On this supposition, how great must have been his inward conflicts? The flesh would say, shall I leave this palace, these gardens, these riches, these princely hopes and pleasures, for a poor persecuted people at the brick kilns? Ah, I cannot do it; let the Lord deliver them by another. Reflection would next say, but if I disobey the Lord he may slay me, and give the glory to another. And what are the pleasures of the court? They are but transient, and they procure pains which endure for ever: an abject state of affliction with God’s people is preferable to this dignified constraint, and these scenes of dissipation. And what are all my riches and hopes in Egypt? A false accusation, a mere suspicion in the king’s mind, may deprive me of life or drive me to exile in a moment. In the name of the Lord, I will be weak no longer: I will renounce Egypt. I will own my brethren, and take my lot with my father’s God.

Now animated with the first fire of divine ardour, he went to investigate the afflictions of his brethren; and almost the first object which presented itself was, one of the taskmasters, one of the infant-murderers, smiting a Hebrew. Moses, knowing that God had appointed him judge of Israel, and seeing none of the Egyptians in sight, slew him. The next day, on repeating his visit, he found the affair had transpired; and fearing Pharaoh’s wrath he crossed the Red sea, or the desert to Midian, and reserved his services for a happier time.

Exodus 2:12. He slew the Egyptian, who was a prefect, or general superintendent of the Hebrew works.

Exodus 2:15. Midian. This nation was descended from Abraham by Keturah, whom Abraham married after the death of Sarah. Genesis 25:4.

Exodus 2:16. Priest of Midian. Hebrew, Cohen, is rendered prince by the Chaldaic paraphrase, and no wonder, for most of the priests of the gentiles were of princely descent. He was a worshipper of the true God, as Melchizedek, and Abraham; though this people gradually became idolaters, as in Ruth 1.

Exodus 2:18. Reuel. He is called Raguel, Numbers 10:29. He was of course, the grandfather of these seven fair guardians of the harmless flock. This mode of speaking frequently occurs. Jethro is twice called Hobab: Exodus 3:1. It was an ancient custom on some great achievement or honour, for a man to receive a new name.

Exodus 2:22. He called his name Gershom, to memorialize the goodness of God to him in a strange land. The vulgate adds here, from chap. 18., And he begot another whom he called Eliezer, saying, for the God of my fathers has been my helper, and has delivered me from the hand of Pharaoh. These names designate the piety of Moses. It is well in prosperity to remember that we were once poor and abject, and to be always humble in the eyes of God. 

REFLECTIONS.
We are here struck with the courage of Moses’ parents, who risked all consequences to save their son: and when safety at home was no longer possible, we are not less struck with the ingenuity of the mother, in preparing the ark, and executing the plan of his preservation. Faith of this kind, in due time, is sure of its reward.

In the preservation of Moses we find that the great wheels of providence often move on the smallest pivots. See this beautiful babe, floating in an ark resembling the growing flags, watched by day and fed by night. See this hope of Israel; yes, the hope of Israel, though unrevealed; see him on the verge of perishing, when God inclined the heart of Thermutis to walk that way, to discover the ark, and to have compassion on the weeping child. Let us learn never to distrust the divine care over us and our children, even at the worst of times.

When God has a great work to do for his church and people, he is never wanting to fit and prepare instruments to accomplish his pleasure. While the infants were destroyed very rigorously, Moses was preserved; and in this view he is a striking figure of Christ, who was saved from the infant massacre at Bethlehem. Pharaoh’s daughter adopts him; he is instructed in all the literature of this ancient nation, and on becoming religious he enjoys the solitude of pastoral life for forty years; and he found it so sweet that he never sought to return to the court of Egypt. God having better things for him than the glory of this world, graciously prepared him for his work. Let us not fear; the name of Israel shall not become extinct; in defiance of all foes the Lord will raise up ambassadors for his work.

The gay and giddy youth of the age may learn from the example of Moses a variety of important lessons. They are as really called to leave the sinful pleasures of the age, as he was to withdraw from the sins of the Memphian court: and in so doing their faith will find no small support in the recollection, that the pleasures of sin are but for a season, and that the pleasures of piety endure for ever.

On reforming his habits Moses changed his company; he chose affliction with the people of God, and esteemed the reproach of Christ greater riches than the treasures of Egypt. Young people have much to learn in religion, and they need the fostering care of advanced believers. They will improve in knowledge and in every virtue, by the society and conversation of good men; and they will surmount every difficulty if they look, like Moses, at the recompense of reward. 

03 Chapter 3 
Verses 1-22
Exodus 3:1. Horeb and Sinai are the same mountain, almost surrounded by two branches of the Red sea. But it has two summits, Sinai on the east, and Horeb on the west. Justinian built a monastery here, and made it the seat of a bishop. They show strangers the identical spot where Moses, by the Lord’s command, caused the waters to flow. The Mussulmans have this place in very great veneration.

Exodus 3:2. Angel of the Lord. Malack, the messenger, the angel of the covenant. Malachi 3:1.

Exodus 3:5. Put off thy shoes. The ancient priests officiated barefoot. Men in general washed their hands and their feet, and purified themselves before they approached the altar.

Exodus 3:6. Moreover he said, I am the God of thy father, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob. And Moses hid his face. And not only Moses, but the Israelites in future ages, when entreating the good will of Him that dwelt in the bush to accompany them and to bless their children, assuredly understood this Angel of the Covenant to be the God of their fathers, eternal and uncreated. A succession of the christian fathers, Justin, Hilary, Theophylact, Eusebius, Chrysostom, and Ambrose have so understood it. Tertullian, who flourished at the close of the second century, is ample on this head. Following Irenæus and others, he says that He who spake to Moses was himself the Son of God. Qui ad Moysen loquebatur, ipse erat Dei Filius. Contra Judæos, cap. 9. He asserts farther, that the Son, from the beginning exercised judgment, overthrowing the proud tower, confounding the language, dispersing the tribes, punishing the whole earth with the violence of the waters, raining on Sodom and Gomorrah fire and brimstone from Jehovah. For he had always descended in human [or angelic] figure to converse with men, from Adam to the patriarchs and prophets, in visions, in dreams, in figures and shadows, always instructing them from the beginning, &c. Adversus Prax. cap. 16. Irenæus also affirms that the ιαω of the Greeks was the Jehovah of the Hebrews.

Exodus 3:8. A good land and large, compared with the Delta or fork of the Nile, in which they had lived. From Beersheba, the south west point, to the colony of Dan, Judges 7., was about 180 miles, and the breadth from the sea to Gilead about 100 miles.

Exodus 3:14. I am that I am. אהיה אשׁר אהיה EHEYEH asher EHEYEH. I will be that I will be. The Septuaginta read, εγω ειμι ο ων, I am he who is. Our version follows Jerome. In the next verse, the great, the glorious, and constant name of the Divinity is JEHOVAH, called by the rabbins the Tetragrammaton, because it is composed of four letters, designating the past, the present, and the future. Ex. היה Ejeh, fuit, he was; יהוה erit, he will or shall be; הוה ens, being, existence, he is. St. John has four times given us the same etymon. “I am he who is, and who was, and who is to come.” Revelation 1:4; Revelation 1:8; Revelation 4:8; Revelation 11:17. The reader needs but one remark, to pray that God would write his name on the heart. A multitude of glosses have been examined, but without affording any additional light. See more on John 8:58.—We may add however, as a collateral, that in the temple of Minerva at Saïs in Egypt, in which the kings of that province were interred, and visited by Herodotus, as in his Euterpe, and afterwards by Plutarch, the Greek word ει, one, or as others read, Thou art, was on that temple, which, no doubt, was anterior to any acquaintance of that nation with the writings of Moses. The same letters, according to Plutarch, were inscribed on the far-famed temple of Delphos.

Exodus 3:22. Every woman shall borrow. God foretold that this should be, Genesis 15:14. Deuteronomy 15:13-14. The men were also to borrow, Exodus 11:2. The women of Israel were much employed as servants in the houses of the Egyptians; and that nation worshipped their gods with their persons decorated with jewels. But there is an appearance of guile and deceit in the Israelites, and guile and deceit by God’s command. This arises from our not taking the whole history in a collective view, and from our not being better acquainted with the manners of the east. It was usual for servants to receive a present at the expiration of a servitude. Had the original been translated ask instead of borrow; that is, fairly and openly ask for God’s service, and as the just reward for past labours and sufferings, the difficulty would have been very much removed. It is evident however that there was no deceit in asking those favours, because the Egyptians became at last urgent with them to depart; for they said, we be all dead men. See on Exodus 8:26.

REFLECTIONS.
Moses so distinguished in Egypt by his literature, and heroic actions, we here find a humble shepherd in the land of Midian. Here was greatness in exile, and virtue in obscurity; and his wisdom and virtue appear to the greater advantage by his becoming contented and happy with his lot. A man forgets the calamities of greatness in the happier toils of humble life. Making the voyage of immortality, and in the same ship, it is of little moment whether we stand at the helm, or run before the mast. And who can say that by adversity God is not preparing the sufferers for true greatness and eternal joy.

It was in the laborious duties of life, that Jehovah appeared to his servant; so is he wont to bless his people while labouring with their hands. But how awful, how sanctifying was God’s approach, even to his favourite servant. Moses saw the bush ensheeted with flame. Not knowing what unlucky man had kindled the fire, he looked on, expecting to see nothing but the wreck of the fire, and was astonished to see the bush all verdant and irradiated in the flame. Sanctifying awe and amazement seized his soul: a voice called him twice by name and said, I am the God of thy father, the God of Abraham. In this bush we see Israel preserved and flourishing in Egypt; we see the true church flourish and growing in the fiery trial, and her virtues brightened by affliction. We see the good man preserved unhurt in the furnace, for he that dwelt in the bush, ever mindful of his promises, comes down to deliver his people.

We cannot but mark here the faithfulness of God to his covenant and promises made to Abraham. Genesis 15. Forty years had now elapsed, since Moses’ exile, and Israel had almost forgotten their hope; but God had not forgotten his promise. He awaited, on the one hand, till the iniquity of the Amorites was full; and on the other, till Israel was sufficiently multiplied. Let all men therefore, while labouring under the calamities of life, learn to hope and quietly wait for the salvation of God.

But ministers of religion may find here much instruction; for no man can act for God without a divine call. Parents may devote a son to the sanctuary, and perhaps the vows of their heart may be of the Lord. But the query is, whether the Lord will accept their offering, and whether their motives are pure? Let them tremble, for they may indeed do harm, and make a child unhappy for life. When a man, already regenerate, feels himself pressed in the spirit to call sinners to repentance, he should, intimidated at the greatness of the work, urge his weakness, ignorance and infirmities, with deference to the divine will. Our inability is often an argument of diligence, rather than of totally declining an inward call to do good. And if a man, after urging all his weakness in excuse, finds that he cannot rest without making some efforts to help mankind out of the bondage of sin; he ought to exert himself for God, as his situation and circumstances may direct.

When a man is satisfied of his call, he ought not to be too much discouraged by weakness, infirmities, or the fear of man. Pharaoh was great, but Jehovah was greater; the Egyptians were powerful, but God’s arm was more so. Moses was slow of speech, but God gave him wisdom and eloquence, which baffled all his foes, whether Jews or Egyptians. And what can be more glorious than a life of efforts to emancipate mankind from the darkness and dominion of sin. What more divine than to bring man into a nearer resemblance of his Maker; to do him good in body and soul, for time and eternity! Let men so persuaded of their call, and qualified of God, leave their flocks, and speak boldly to a captive world; and persuade them by every argument to break off their sins, and seek the inheritance of heaven. 

04 Chapter 4 
Verses 1-31
Exodus 4:1. They will not believe me. Then the Lord directed him to work a miracle, the most convincing evidence of divine authority, for the removal of unbelief.

Exodus 4:2. A rod. Milton has displayed his classic and poetic genius on the rod of Amram’s son. Reference has also been made to the Thyrsus of Bacchus, which was a dart surround with leaves of the vine. The fabulous history of Bacchus we have in old Hesiod, fab. 3. Pliny, book 16, chap. 4. Cicero on the nature of the gods, mentions five of that name, men who lived in different places. (book 3.) Modern literature, in the hands of bishop Huet in France, and Dr. Stukeley of London, gives us the fable as first founded on the promised Messiah. Bacchus was called Bimere, twice born, or a child by two mothers. He was son of Jupiter by Semélè, whose brightness having consumed the mother during pregnancy, the child dropped, and was placed by Jupiter in his thigh to complete the time. Thus Bacchus was twice born. Here we have the mystery of the divine and human geniture of Christ.— The vine, the grape, the gay and laughing character of Bacchus, designate, not drunkenness, as feigned by the intemperate heathens, but all the paradisaical state of the earth in the glory of the latter day, when the wilderness shall blossom like the rose, and the deserts shall be glad; when the mountains shall drop down with new wine, and the vallies shall flow with milk; when every man shall sit under his own vine and fig tree, none daring to make him afraid.—Bacchus is also called the god of war, and the most terrible of all the gods. Christ is the Lord of hosts; and there is not a promise of the enlargement of his kingdom, to which the utter destruction of all the incorrigible, expressed or understood, is not subjoined. Bacchus had a double-edged dart; but the Messiah has a sword with two edges to smite the earth. The Thyrsus, rabdos or rod, seems anciently to have been put into the hands of all illustrious characters. Vola, our northern sybil and poetess, says that men played in joyful gambols on the green, and had not known the want of gold, till the arrival of three powerful Thursa maids from Jotunheim. 

Tefido I tuni, Teitur voro Var theim vettugis, 
Want or gulli, Uns thriar komo, 
Thursa meyar. 
Amatkar miok, Or Jotunbeimom. 
Ed. Stockholm, 1750.
Exodus 4:21. I will harden his heart. The critics read these words so differently as to make a great difficulty in the sense: and the ancient versions of the bible differ as much as the critics. I will harden—I will fortify—I will magnify—I will hold—I will corroborate—I will fix—settle or retain Pharaoh’s heart. Vide Poli Syn. Crit. in loc. And it is said, Exodus 8:32, that Pharaoh hardened his own heart. “God,” says Theodoret, “had he so pleased, might have cut off Pharaoh by a sudden and single stroke; but his goodness induced him to employ more mild and lenient measures.” This indulgence, Pharaoh abused, turning it in every step to an occasion of confirming himself in his obstinacy, as appears in the course of the history, where we find him wavering under the anguish of the scourge, and disposed to comply; and upon the removal of the plague, resuming his former obstinacy. Hence it is evident, he acted by free choice and consent. Had he been wicked by a physical necessity, he could not so often have changed his mind. Hence also that expression, as the Lord had spoken by Moses, Exodus 9:35, is to be understood of the divine prescience or foreknowledge that it would be so. Biblio. Biblia, in loc. The fact seems to be, that when wicked men resist the works and grace of God, he in righteous judgment withdraws his grace, suffers them freely to take their own way, and then they ultimately pass into a state of reprobation. With men so hardened, God in his mysterious wisdom is sometimes pleased to accomplish the purposes of his providence. But as a good man cannot harden another to oppress and kill, so God could not harden Pharaoh to those cruel acts. Therefore, “Let no man say, when he is tempted, I am tempted of God; for God cannot be tempted with evil, neither tempteth he any man.” James 1:13.

Exodus 4:24. The Lord met him. The Chaldaic reads, the angel of the Lord. The rabbins make much ado in the illustration of this text. Moses had delayed the rite of circumcising Gershom, surnamed Eliezer, evidently because of family opposition. But now the mother performed the office to avert the impending stroke of death, reproaching Moses as a bloody husband. Christian, be aware, that circumcision of the heart is absolutely required, the mortification of all unlawful desires, else thy soul must die for sin. Nay more, as Moses did this on the day of his journey, so those desires must be suppressed in their first assaults.

REFLECTIONS.
The first object presented in this chapter is the mystic Rod, so often noticed in the sacred volume; the rod so often shook with terror against the Egyptians, and so often extended for the salvation and defence of Israel. It was undoubtedly figurative of the sceptre in the hand of Jesus Christ, by which he breaks his enemies, as a potter’s vessel is shivered with a rod of iron: but which he extends every moment as a pastoral crook for the safety and protection of his flock. And how happy are the people sheltered under his guardian care.

Did the Lord support and fortify Moses to enter on this arduous embassy, not only by a repetition of the promises, but by a double miracle? Then the weakest of his servants should not be afraid; he will qualify them for their work, support them in affliction, and enable them to accomplish the good pleasure of his will.

But was he still unwilling to go and address the elders of Israel, recollecting that they had rejected him forty years before? Did he still pray that another might be sent in his place? In this he greatly displeased the Lord; for it was making light of the highest honours a mortal had ever borne. Just so, when a minister is once rejected in the early progress of his work, it is very discouraging, and he can scarcely raise his spirits or face them again, when he thinks that his labours of love have been disesteemed. But let him not be too much discouraged. Many whose ministerial course has been crowned with the greatest utility and honour, have been checked with humiliating difficulties in their early efforts. But wise and holy men are most impressed with the importance of the work; and on that account are most apt to start difficulties and indulge scruples.

Moses having his scruples and fears at length removed, endeavoured to discharge his duty to God with the consent of his family. He solicited leave of Jethro to visit his brethren; a reasonable request, after an absence of forty years. Let us learn of him, so to conduct our family affairs, that religion, if possible, may not be reproached by odd and imprudent conduct.

It is remarkable however, that he said nothing of his divine call. In a mission so extraordinary, Jethro had no experience, no knowledge; and therefore could give him no counsel. On the contrary, he might have thrown many impediments in the way. Hence we learn that it is most prudent for men labouring under an impression to devote their life to the ministry, not to advise with the less enlightened believers, but with aged ministers, who have acquired experience and known the glory to which they are called.

This man having once surmounted his fears, mark how expeditiously he proceeds to execute the divine commands, by hurrying away his wife when she had been but a week confined. The King’s business requires haste; and the Lord’s work is to be done before our own.

Mark farther, that the Lord may for a while excuse in others, what he will not excuse in his peculiar servant. Moses, being on a journey, had omitted the ritual of circumcision on the eighth day, which was the seal of the covenant; the Lord therefore met him in a menacing attitude. It becomes the heads and chiefs of religion to be foremost in setting a good example. Above all, let every man be assured, that unless he receive the Holy Spirit, the grand seal of the new covenant, he shall be cut off from the congregation of the Lord. 

05 Chapter 5 

Verses 1-23
Exodus 5:1. Moses and Aaron, accompanied by the elders, as in Exodus 6:26, went to Pharaoh.

Exodus 5:2. Who is Jehovah? I know not JEHOVAH. The mythology of the gentiles supposed every city, and every country or nation to have its own god, or rather goddess, mothers being supposed to be more tender-hearted than fathers. Thus Minerva was supposed to be the presiding divinity over Athens; and Diana to be the goddess of the Ephesians. Thus we find Moses accommodating himself to the ideas of the Egyptians in saying, “The God of the Hebrews hath met with us.” Exodus 3:6.

Exodus 5:3. Three days’ journey, the distance to Horeb. Pharaoh was a wicked man, and therefore God proposed the emancipation of his people in the easiest form. The request was not unreasonable, for God had rights as well as the king.

Exodus 5:6. Taskmasters, or exacters. They were Egyptians; but the officers or overlookers were Israelites, as appears from the fourteenth verse.

Exodus 5:7. Ye shall no more give the people straw. In Egypt the people use straw and chaff for their ovens; the straw was here used to burn the bricks, and to preserve the mass of clay from drying too fast. Hence the tasks, by the refusal of straw, were almost doubled. The clay was mixed with straw, and often only dried in the sun; but all the bricks exposed to the weather were burned.

REFLECTIONS.
The grand links of the chain which led to Israel’s redemption, appear more and more in sight. In the first place, St. Paul seems to have classed Moses among those, who out of weakness waxed strong. At first he feared greatly, but now he feared not the wrath of the king. They most assuredly make the best ministers and servants of God, who enter on his ways and work with a proper degree of scrupulosity and diffidence.

In Pharaoh, who despised the Lord and rejected his servants, we have the genuine portrait of a wicked man. When addressed by ministers to abandon his unlawful gains, and reform his wicked courses; all the pride of his heart rises into high revolt. He exalts his own will above the divine law, and says, by his conduct, Who is the Lord that I should obey him? Thus he goes on, hardened the more by impunity, and setting the thunderbolts of Jehovah at defiance, till the vengeance which overtook Pharaoh falls on his head.

In Israel, groaning beneath the accumulated bondage of Egypt, we have a figure of the awakened sinner, with a law-work on his mind, groaning for deliverance. The more he sees his bondage, the more he sighs for redemption; and the more he wishes to reform, the more is the carnal mind irritated against the work of grace on his heart; and the bondage of sin is worse than the Egyptian servitude. So the arduous conflict is described in the seventh chapter of the epistle to the Romans. But let the man persevere, let him call in the aids of grace, and Jesus Christ will surely deliver him from the body of that death.

The petition, in God’s name, to let Israel go for the divine service, not only failed of effect, but it excited the anger of Pharaoh, and induced him to augment the afflictions of the people. Hence we learn, that mild measures having failed with very wicked men, there is no way to keep them in awe, but by the terrors of justice. It is just the same with regard to the corruptions of the flesh; the old man must be crucified with his deeds. The strong man armed and keeping the heart must be vanquished and bound by a stronger than himself, and all his goods or works destroyed. Mortify therefore your members which are upon the earth and crucify the flesh, with its affections and lusts.

In the reproachful complaints which the Hebrew officers made against Moses, we see that unregenerate men will never bear the reproach of Christ. The carnal heart ever revolts against the cross; no man will bear persecution for his sake who has not first seen his glory, and received salvation in his name.

Let not the ministers of religion be too much discouraged, though their efforts may hitherto have proved unsuccessful; let them cry again to God like Moses, and return with vigour to the charge; for the proudest sinner shall surely bow the knee to Jesus, either for mercy or judgment. The strong and mighty arm of the Lord shall clothe itself with salvation and strength. 

06 Chapter 6 

Verses 1-30
Exodus 6:1. With a strong hand. In a general view we do not find that heaven has recourse to miracles, except when religion is low and greatly depressed, somewhat as a fire which is burnt down has need of the blast to raise the heat. In this view, God graciously favoured the holy prophets, before Jerusalem was destroyed, and when idolatry raised her daring front to heaven. So also when the new covenant superseded the shadows of the old, our Saviour commanded divine obedience by the divinity of his works.

Exodus 6:3. By my name Jehovah was I not made known to them. From the scope and connection of these words, it would seem, that God encouraged Moses in his bold and daring confliction, by the consideration that when Moses had asked his name, he had declared to him his great and glorious name JEHOVAH, which he had not done to Abraham. If so, Moses must then have used the name in Genesis 22:14, by way of anticipation. Some however read the words interrogatively; Was I not made known to them by my name JEHOVAH for Abraham had known it, Genesis 22:14; and Isaac, Exodus 26:25; and Jacob, Exodus 27:20. We find however, that when Jacob asked the stranger’s name, Exodus 32:29, he did not favour him with that secret name, as he now favoured Moses.—There is another sense in which these words are taken. I was not made known to them in the fulfilment of my promises. This form is often used by the prophets. And they shall know that I am the Lord, when I have opened their graves, and brought them into their own land.—Many of the Jews have thought the name JEHOVAH too sacred to be pronounced, and therefore they substitute Adonai in its place. It signifies that he subsists of himself, independent, immutable, eternal. Hence our Lord Jesus Christ assumes this name. Revelation 1:8. I am Alpha and Omega; the beginning and the ending; which is, and which was, and which is to come, the Almighty. The name is appropriate to the Godhead, and cannot be given to any creature. Isaiah 42:8. For God and his name are the same. When he made the promise to Abraham, it was by the name of El Shaddai, God omnipotent or alsufficient. Genesis 17:1. Jehovah is the supreme appellation of God the Father, Psalms 110:1. Of God the Son, Jeremiah 23:6. Of God the Holy Ghost, Isaiah 6:8; Isaiah 6:10. For as Dr. Lightfoot observes, according to Acts 28:25-26, the Holy Ghost spake these things of the Jews who rejected the gospel. 

Exodus 6:12. Uncircumcised lips; that is, deficient in the powers of elocution.

Exodus 6:20. Father’s sister; his cousin german, or uncle’s daughter, as in Exodus 2:1.

Exodus 6:23. Aaron took Elisheba to wife. The LXX write, Elizabeth; the Greeks altered old names for ease and elegance of pronunciation.

REFLECTIONS.
In the last chapter, Moses went full of discouragement and trouble to God, and here the Lord supports and comforts him by a repetition of the promises, and imboldens him by the company of the elders of Israel. Thus he is ever ready to comfort and encourage his sincere but dejected servants.

We may farther remark, that from this time the course of tremendous miracles were performed, or visitations of Almighty God on the Egyptians, for murdering the infants, oppressing the strangers, and persisting in the design of retaining them in slavery. And this is evident of itself, that so great and useful a people could never have resumed their liberty without either miracles or war. By war it could not be, for Israel was untutored in the art, and unarmed; the hand of God therefore must have interposed for their emancipation. Had it been by war, the Israelites would surely have retained Egypt, the most rich and fertile country in the world, for a permanent possession.

Against miracles the learned world have many scruples, and more prejudices, because the heathen poets and historians abound with omens, dreams, oracles, and prodigies; and the authors generally notice those things with a cautious sneer at superstition. But as falsehood implies the existence of truth, so lying wonders should not obstruct our faith in the extraordinary exertions of providence for the safety of God’s church and people. And however much the omens and prodigies, mentioned by the heathens, might originate in superstition, they were often real visitations of God for their wickedness. This is allowed by their most sober writers; this is asserted by St. Paul; for God “left not himself without witness” of his power and justice; and Paul has the highest claims to our regard, both as a man and an inspired apostle. We should therefore read the scriptures with a firm persuasion, that on extraordinary occasions, when the ordinary means are inadequate to the purposes of providence, it becomes the supreme Lord of heaven and earth to employ the extraordinary to save his people, to punish the wicked, and instruct the world in the existence of his eternal power and Godhead. And whether we consider the situation and dispositions of the Israelites, or the wickedness and contumacy of the Egyptians, there surely never was a period in early history, in which miracles were more essential. 

07 Chapter 7 

Verses 1-25
Exodus 7:1. I have made thee a god. אלהים Elohim. The Chaldaic renders it תחי ליה לרב Thou shalt be to him for a prince. The divine sense of the word is, I have invested thee with Godlike powers to save and to destroy; yea, in the ten plagues about to follow, to move nature at thy command. The title of Elohim is in several places given to supreme magistrates; and Moses on this occasion was God’s vicegerent.

Exodus 7:3. I will harden Pharaoh’s heart, or allow him to remain in full revolt, that the nation may know my name in all the chastenings of my rod.—We have had painful disputes about the doctrines of grace. Tirinus, the jesuit, has a rough note here. “Not harden his heart by willing, intending, or acting, much less by impelling or compelling, as Calvin impiously blasphemes, and other heretics of our own age; but only indirectly causing, and not hindering him. Here Pharaoh was less wicked than Calvin, who ascribes the evils, not to God, but to himself, saying to Moses and Aaron, I have sinned against the Lord, and against you.”

Exodus 10:16. Such was the harsh language of divines in those uncouth and darker times. Vide Calv. in Exodus 4:21.

Exodus 7:12. And they became serpents. Josephus says, that they had but the appearance of serpents. Among those magicians who withstood Moses, it would seem, were Jannes and Jambres, 2 Timothy 3:8. They were prompted by the worst of motives to mimic the miracles of Moses.

Exodus 7:13. He hardened Pharaoh’s heart. At the twenty second verse of this chapter the same words are translated, And Pharaoh’s heart was hardened, or stout.

Exodus 7:17. Thou shalt know that I am the Lord. Pharaoh had stained the waters with the blood of infants, now they are changed into blood for his punishment. He had proudly said, Who is the Lord that I should obey him? Now the Lord acquaints him with his name by his judgments.

Exodus 7:19. Stretch out thy hand upon the waters—that they may become blood. In those waters they drowned the male children of the Hebrews, and now they must drink of the bloody streams and pools! 

Exodus 7:22. The Magicians of Egypt did so. They sunk wells for water, as in Exodus 7:24, and by some trick changed the colour of the water. But the Lord’s miracle continued seven days, till it destroyed the fish and became offensive, giving admonition to the people and time for sober inquiry.

REFLECTIONS.
Moses and Aaron, addressing Pharaoh in a divine mission, produced the seal of divine works. The rod was changed to a serpent to inspire the people with terror, and the waters were changed to blood to remind them of their sin. So God will still counsel and aid his servants; he will enable them, in the course of their meditations and preaching, to acquire proper ideas and language, to impress and strike with awe the unbelieving crowd; and their ministry shall be attended with an unction to prove that they are sent of God.

In Pharaoh’s suspicion, that these miracles were the effect of magic, we have an awful instance of the nature and consequences of unbelief. Awful still is the state of that man who by books, vice and bad company, has at length established his heart in the sentiments of infidelity. He allows in general that there is a God, but denies that he has any intercourse with mortals, either by revelation or any particular providence. Whatever calamities befal him, there is not the least connection between his sufferings and his sins. His sickness proceeded from a cold, the fall from his horse was occasioned by an accident, and the aspersions of his character resulted from the malice of his enemies. These calamities are all common to the best of men. So God who made the world has no share in its government; chance, luck and accident, are the only gods which trouble the wicked. Alas, alas! This poor man, with all his superiority of views above the vulgar, is completely blind to this grand point, that the same fire of affliction about to consume his flesh, and plunge his soul in the abyss, will elevate the purified soul of a saint, as in the chariot of Elijah, to the empire of everlasting repose.

The magicians, instead of investigating these prodigies with a philosophical scrutiny, and with proper deference to so divine a stroke, accommodated themselves to the passion of the king, and confirmed the obduracy of his heart.

The higher shepherds also, the accommodating pastors of the christian church, have acted a part not less injurious to the cause of religion. Men in the higher walks of life fix their eyes on these dignitaries; they are almost the only books in which they study christianity. And where do they see a God-like zeal for the conversion of the age? Thank God the poor have pastors; but where do they see ministers, whose duty it peculiarly is in a time of general distress, making every effort to reform and convert the rich, the great, the multitudes who dash away in the circles of gaiety and dissipation. Where are the men animated with the spirit of the Hebrew prophets, labouring with all their might, and ready to wear out life in efforts to save their country from the sure ruin attendant on the prevalence of vice? The eyes of the world are fixed on these pastors, and they see no divine zeal, no self-denial, no fervent charity, nor energy of soul which should distinguish the first servants of God. On the contrary, they see an accommodating spirit, the more decent vices flattered, and self-interest pursued. And the most dissipated sinners having yet a conscience, having yet reflection, and seeing those pastors captivated with passions similar to their own, first despise the minister, next the ministry, and at length revelation is discarded, as productive of imposture and hypocrisy. Oh that God would aid us by his power, and clothe his faithful servants with glory and salvation. 

08 Chapter 8 

Verses 1-32
Exodus 8:3. The river shall bring forth frogs. The season was now approaching for the frogs to leave the pools, lakes, and river. God preserved and strengthened the young, or tadpoles of this amphibious creature, and by the same providence caused them to die in answer to prayer.

Exodus 8:9. Glory over me. That is, according to the next verse, set me a time when I shall entreat the Lord to remove this plague, and glory over me if it be not removed when I shall entreat.

Exodus 8:17. Lice; כנים Kinnim. The frogs had already invaded their houses; now the vermin attacked their bodies.

Exodus 8:21. Swarms of flies. The readings here are various, All sorts of flies; gnats, hornets, wasps, &c. This would seem, from Psalms 78:45, to be the true sense of the text; yet others contend that serpents and scorpions are implied. Some have said that lions, leopards, and wolves were superadded; but Exodus 8:31 restricts the plague to insects.

Exodus 8:26. The abomination of the Egyptians; that is, the victims we shall sacrifice would be to them an abomination, because they adored some of the animals which other nations burned on their altars. The Egyptians worshipped a ram under the name of Jove, and a calf or bull under the name of Apis, called Epaphus by the Greeks. Herodotus, who travelled in Egypt 200 years before Christ, states that when Cambyses was returned with the remains of his half-perished army from the deserts of Numidia, whither he had led them as a fool without guides and provisions, he found the people of Memphis dressed in their best clothes, and celebrating a feast. This he thought was a festival of joy at the complete failure of his expedition. When they told him that the feast was on account of their god, who rarely discovered himself, having appeared to them; he replied that they told him falsehoods, and began to kill them. He then commanded the priests to appear before him, and they made him the same answer, He replied, that if their god was so condescending as to show himself to the people, he would not hide himself from the king; and commanded them to lead him immediately into the presence of their god. This Apis, according to the priests, was the first calf of a cow, which was not allowed to have a second; it was engendered by a thunderbolt of Jupiter. The calf was black all over the body, except a square white mark on the forehead. On its back was placed an eagle, and the hair of the tail divided into two tresses. As soon as Cambyses saw the calf, he burst out into a fit of laughter, exclaiming, “Oh wicked priests, are the gods then made of flesh and blood? Do they feel a cut of the sword? Truly this god is worthy of the Egyptians.” On saying these words, he gave their god a long cut on the skin, and made the wound so deep that the animal bled to death.— Christian reader, this idol, however now abominable in its figure and rites, had once a sacred origin. Like the fable of Semélè, mother of Bacchus, begotten by Jupiter, and twice born by divine and human geniture, it represented the incarnation of the Word or Wisdom of God. See Romans 1:20. Satan had thus perverted the mysteries of godliness into mysteries of iniquity, and drawn as far as he could, the worship of mankind to himself.

REFLECTIONS.
We are here led to trace the hand of heaven in its farther visitations of judgment on the impenitent oppressors of his people. The Lord having once commenced a controversy with a nation, or a sinner, will not retire from the contest till victory shall attend his counsel. In like manner shall the christian ministry be crowned with success in the salvation or the destruction of those who hear. God has clothed his word with more awful characters of judgment, that those who despise mercy may tremble at his severity.

Wicked men we see are not averse to the prayers of the righteous, provided they solicit the removal of their afflictions: Entreat the Lord, said Pharaoh, to take away the frogs. But inquiry should first be made, whether those afflictions have been sanctified, and whether there are appearances that henceforth they will serve God in newness of life.

Whenever the punishment of sin is removed, the sinner, like Pharaoh, is apt to harden his heart, and resume his former course. This is especially true respecting unlawful gains, or some favourite vice and sensual indulgence.

Pharaoh having despised the Lord and the greatness of his power, was afflicted, and his whole kingdom which had joined in the sin, with the meanest of insects. Yes, the insects which they had been accustomed to consider as mean, when commissioned from heaven became formidable, and menaced the whole land with destruction. It is wise for man not to despise the smallest afflictions which the Lord is pleased to send, for in the issue they may be of serious moment to our health and happiness.

Pharaoh was cautioned by Moses not to deal deceitfully any more. This faithful language ministers should still enforce, whenever they find men to have failed in paying their vows to the Lord. If a sinner has been repeatedly spared, been raised up from the bed of affliction, or delivered from sore troubles, and should after all resume, like the Egyptian monarch, his former habits of life, the day will surely come when the Lord will no more be entreated, neither shall his hand spare.

We learn lastly, that although the Lord’s people may, for their greater purification, suffer for a while the common lot of affliction; yet in the issue a difference shall be made. Israel till now had suffered in part with their oppressors, but henceforth the Lord distinguished his own from his enemies. The land of Goshen was marked as the sacred asylum of a praying people. Let the saints therefore at all times rejoice, even in the most awful times of public calamity, for the judgments of God are inflicted by a wise and discriminating hand. 

09 Chapter 9 

Verses 1-35
Exodus 9:6. All the cattle of Egypt died; that is, all were smitten with the murrain, whose unbelieving owners did not take care to house them: so we read in the twentieth verse concerning the hail. This plague was not only great in itself, but it seemed to be a stroke against their gods. Their Jupiter Ammon was fashioned like a ram, their Anubis like a dog, and their Apis like a bull or an ox. The Jupiter Ammon of Egypt was at first no other than a representative of Jehovah, but they had now likened the Godhead to fourfooted beasts, and birds, and creeping things. Romans 1.

Exodus 9:9. A boil breaking forth with blains, or burning ulcers. This was Job’s affliction. Job 2:7-8.

Exodus 9:16. For this cause have I raised thee up, for to show in thee my power. The margin of our bible reads, have I made thee to stand, or to subsist. The Vatican copy of the Septuagint, according to Dr. Wall, reads—hast thou been kept alive. And referring to this text, St. Paul says, What if God, willing to show his wrath, and make his power known, endured with much longsuffering the vessels of wrath fitted to destruction. Romans 9:22. Hence Pharaoh having long violated every dictate of conscience, and suppressed every sentiment of humanity; and having hardened his neck against the first miracles of heaven, evidently passed into a state of reprobation, or became a vessel of wrath fitted to destruction. But though God had raised him up to the throne, and preserved him from dying by the former plagues, when he might most justly have cut him off in his sins; yet he reserved him for the more exemplary punishment of overwhelming him in the sea; and thereby making him a fearful example of his vengeance to tyrannical princes, and the whole infidel world.

Exodus 9:24. Fire mingled with hail. In the year of Christ 824, there was in France, and in some parts of Germany, a storm which much resembled this. Tirinus. Wisdom of Solomon 16:16. The hail was accompanied with tremendous thunder. The predominance of the electric fluid would contribute much towards the formation of the huge stones of hail.

Exodus 9:29. I will spread abroad my hands, in the usual form of earnest and supplicating prayer.

Exodus 9:31. Bolled; that is, was shot, or in the ear. 

Exodus 9:32. The wheat—not grown. The barley is but four months in the ground. There the barley harvest is at Easter, and wheat six weeks later. The river Nile begins to rise in June: the lowest elevation Isaiah 16 feet, and the highest 24 feet. If the rise be high, a rich harvest follows the next year, because the country is enriched by a wider spread of the waters. As the waters retire, the sower wades in, and casts his wheat upon the water, to procure an early vegetation. See on Isaiah 19.

REFLECTIONS.
Pharaoh persists in hardening his heart, and God repeats his strokes of vengeance. The conflict still continues, and assumes a most awful aspect on the part of the sinner, and on the part of the Lord. Men who fight against God, we may be sure, are not far from destruction.

The hardness of heart so destructive to Pharaoh was not peculiar to him; it extended to most of his servants; for those who believed Moses, and housed their cattle, were exempt from the scourge. And oh, how tremendous were those calamities! The waters had scarcely resumed their colour; the plagues of the frogs, the insects, and the vermin were but just removed; the carcases of the cattle destroyed by the pestilence still infected the air; and now the heavens gather black; now the vivid lightnings roll along the ground, and the roaring of distant thunders proclaims the approach of Israel’s God. The hail or ice of heaven falls on all the land. The cattle and their keepers fall wounded and die together; the vineyards and gardens are all destroyed; the trees are stripped of their verdure and lopped of their branches, and the trunk suffered to remain solely to preach the terrors of the Lord to a future age. How great, how deplorable are the devastations of sin! And if they were so deplorable in the exterior world, how much more are they to be lamented when they strip the soul of all its beauty, and render it a desert in the eyes of God!

In the boils which afflicted the Egyptians, those who harden their hearts against God’s judgments may see the complaints which he is about to inflict on their bodies, and in the tempest of lightning and hail they may see the vengeance he is about to inflict on their souls. And who may abide the day of his coming? As is thy fear, so is thy wrath.

It was a very great mercy that the Egyptians were warned one day before the vengeance came: and oh how great is that mercy which still warns men by the ministry of the word. Surely it is the voice of longsuffering and grace; surely it is that they may hear the trumpet, and secure themselves from danger. Oh that our wicked age might see in Pharaoh and his people, the awful consequences of infidelity and crime. Oh that they might by a repentance correspondent to their sins, avert the anger of heaven, and secure to themselves refuge in the arms of Jesus Christ. 

10 Chapter 10 

Verses 1-29
Exodus 10:2. In the ears of thy son. The Hebrew prophets in their sermons, and the psalmists in their songs, have recorded those wonderful works of the Lord; and the doctrines and inferences fairly deduced are firm and strong. For how different soever the circumstances of the church may be, the perfections of God are still the same.

Exodus 10:4. The locusts. The science of entomology has classed in one genus the locust or gryllus, the grasshopper, the cricket, and fifty other species. The locust belongs to the order of hemiptera. The head of the gryllus migratorius is inflected, armed with jaws, and a pair of feelers. The wings are four, deflex, and convolated; double claws on all the feet. Their natural history is, in many respects, the same as the butterfly, only they migrate in clouds, which partially darken the sun. Clouds of these drop and perish in the sea, and sometimes will hang on the ropes and cover the deck of a ship, while sailing on the western coast of Africa. Sometimes a swarm of locusts is seen to extend to the width of half a mile; but they cannot fly far, except in the latter part of summer. Whenever a detached swarm has reached Germany and Britain, it has been by some strong south wind. In the 46th volume of the Transactions of the Royal Society of London, we have half a dozen accounts of the dreadful devastations they have made in Syria, Wallachia, and Lombardy, which confirm to the letter what is said of God’s great army in the second chapter of the prophet Joel. This was a terrible scourge on the Egyptians, as they devoured the verdure of the trees and fields. The gryllus crystatus is very large, and often used for food. Its colour is a bright red, the body annulated with black; the legs varied with yellow, the wings tesselated with shades of dark green. Matthew 3:4.

Exodus 10:9. With our young, or little ones. This text has been thought by some to sanction a custom, partially adopted by the primitive christians, of giving the holy sacrament to little children. It was however the general practice of the patriarchs to take their children to sacrifice. See Reflections on Genesis 22.

Exodus 10:13. The east wind brought the locusts. The Septuagint reads, a south wind. In the 105th Psalm, the caterpillars are joined with the locusts. The critics have collected many heathen testimonies concerning locusts; and so many authors of different nations having written to the same effect, we ought not to discredit their testimony. The substance of which is, that in the warmer climates the locusts come suddenly by a strong wind across deserts and seas; that they can continue their flight for several days, and that they know by instinct the approach of famine. Wherever they alight, presently the whole district exhibits a scene of devastation; and when the vegetation is consumed, they do not even spare the bark of trees. The number is sometimes so great as to becloud the heavens in their flight; and there are species of them so strong as to kill serpents, by biting them near the throat. See Dr. Holland’s translation of Pliny’s Natural History, book 11. chap. 29. A locust about four inches long is exhibited in the Liverpool Museum. The darkening of the heavens by the locusts, has chiefly been occasioned by the fires which men on those occasions everywhere kindle, to prevent them from settling on their lands.

Exodus 10:19. Red sea. The Hebrew, yam suph, is equivalent to the weedy sea; but the Edomites call it yam Edom, after their father; that is, the red sea.

Exodus 10:21. Darkness which might be felt. The darkness seems however to have been occasioned by the density of vapours, connected with cold, which very sensibly affected the lungs, and the nerves, exciting very great terror of mind. Their terrors would be the greater, having no promise that it ever would be light again. This darkness seemed to portend what Homer calls Pluto’s dark house, for in a few days their firstborn were slain by the angel, and the whole army were drowned in the sea. The terrors of God would affect the learned as the illiterate, for total darkness in a solar eclipse continues but a few minutes; this continued for three days.

Exodus 10:23. The children of Israel had light. It is said, Psalms 105:28, that they rebelled not against his word; and as it appears from Joshua 5:9, that the Israelites had neglected circumcision while they were in Egypt, it is very ingeniously inferred by Dr. Lightfoot, that they took the opportunity of fulfilling the divine command, while the Egyptians were confined to their dwellings by the surrounding darkness.

Exodus 10:29. I will see thy face again no more. I will no more solicit an interview. If Moses appeared before Pharaoh after this time, it was not to ask a favour, but to denounce the judgments of heaven against his impenitence.

REFLECTIONS.
This chapter presents us with new and increasing visitations for the increasing wickedness of men. The good acknowledgments extorted from Pharaoh were as intrusive visitors, not allowed to lodge a single night in his breast; but every cruel purpose was rooted there. So it is with every hardened rebel, from whom God withdraws his grace.

But while God was proceeding in the awful administration of justice, he acquainted Moses that these things were to be told in the ears of our children. In this view the sacred volume is valuable above all books. It exhibits to us in large characters, a righteous God governing the world. It traces his longsuffering and mercy, his justice and judgment diversified in a thousand forms; and it does this with the avowed design that future ages may learn to revere his name, and to confide in his protecting arm. Other histories and books, not being written by inspired men, do this only in an accidental way, or more frequently they ascribe all events to accident or chance.

We find Moses, once weak and timorous, now animated with the highest zeal and courage in the administration of his terrific mission. He would make no compound with Pharaoh; he would not consent that either son or servant, or even a hoof of the cattle should remain behind. And let not the christian church, groaning like Israel for emancipation, be animated with a zeal less pure and noble. It would be very inconsistent to seek salvation for ourselves, and to leave our children entangled with the fashions and follies of the age. They had better be unacquainted with what are called accomplishments, than involved in the destruction which awaits the unregenerate crowd.

The Egyptians having made their hearts stout against judgments which had barely spared their lives, were next enshrouded with the horrors of impervious night. This judgment contained more of terror than all the preseding; for they knew not that it should ever be succeeded with light. Every man was separated from his friend; the sinner had no companion but his conscience. How awful, how very awful to see a whole nation suddenly arrested in their sins, cut off in a moment, and at noonday, from their pleasures, and deprived of every hope. So circumstanced, what would their fears augur! Would they not imagine that the dark kingdom of their Pluto had vaulted them in with eternal shades? In fact it was as they feared. This darkness, like the blindness of the men of Sodom, was to myriads of them an immediate forerunner, and a dreadful omen of the death just at the door. Surely we should tell those things to our children! Surely we should publish them to the proud, to the oppressors, to the obdurate, and to the infidel world. Let the man who disregards all former visitations with which he may have been afflicted, remember that the hour will suddenly come, when the terrors of God shall be arrayed against him. He shall sit alone, surrounded with darkness like the Egyptians; and whether he recals the idea of pleasures now vanished away, whether he ventures to look at a boding futurity, or dares to raise his guilty soul to the God he has despised, all shall be darkness, terror and alarm. To whatever side he may turn his views, there shall be no voice, no hope, no vestige of consolation. The sinner has resisted the early calls of grace, he has fought against God’s judgments, has refused to know the day of his visitation;—and now the things which belong to his peace are hid from his eyes. Now the door is shut, and the Lord will no more be entreated.

It must on the other hand be allowed, that the day of the Lord will also come to the good man, and perhaps when least expected; but it shall not be to him a dark day. There was light in all the land of Goshen. The good man will commend his soul into the hands of God, will prepare with joy to leave a body in which he has groaned, and a world in which he has wept and suffered, that he may be associated with his fathers and brethren in the presence of his God. 

11 Chapter 11 

Verses 1-10
Exodus 11:1. The Lord said to Moses. The 29th verse of the last chapter and this verse ought to be thrown into a parenthesis, then the scope of the history assumes a regular form.

Exodus 11:2. Borrow or ask of his neighbour jewels of silver. It was a law of the gentiles, as well as of the Jews, that a servant must not go out empty. The vulgate reads here, vessels of silver and gold; and the LXX add, raiment, which seems to be founded on the law of custom to give a good servant suitable clothing. See note, Exodus 3:22.

Exodus 11:5. All the firstborn in the land of Egypt shall die. Here was a blow at the heart; and their crying under the stroke of God, and the echo of conscience would remind them of the cries of the Hebrew mothers, bereft of their tender offspring. In the ten plagues of Egypt—the bloody waters, the frogs, the lice, the flies, the murrain on their cattle, the boils and blains, the hail, the locusts, the darkness, and now the death of the most hopeful branches of their houses—we see that God touched them nearer and nearer at every stroke. He did not cut them off in total ignorance. The conscience of the king spake for the nation; “I and my people are wicked.”—Can we not see that the same God is now doing the same thing with many hardened infidels and haughty families. Oh what strokes he sometimes inflicts on their persons, on their reputation, on their fortunes, on their children! It is that they may hear the voice of the rod, and prepare to meet their God.—Behind the mill. Female servants had to grind at the hand-mill all the corn for the family. Our Saviour alludes to this economical custom when he says, two women shall be grinding at the mill, the one shall be taken and the other left.

REFLECTIONS.
God having long threatened and long afflicted Pharaoh and his guilty people, comes now to a full issue with his enemies. If good men, as we have hitherto seen in the chain of sacred history, may rely on the promises of God, bad men may assure themselves that one day, all he has threatened will come upon them.

We mark in this last communication to Pharaoh the characters of divine justice. The Egyptians had destroyed many of the male infants of the Israelites: now the Lord, though forty years had elapsed, requires blood for blood, and life for life. Who would not fear the power of a righteous God? Who would not stand in awe of his justice, and abstain from sin; for every evil work shall be brought into judgment.

The Lord having given them long warning, and warning of an extraordinary kind, determines to strike at midnight, when they were in profound repose. Let us learn hence to lie down in our beds as in our graves, in peace with God, and in charity with all mankind, that being holy and happy, we may be ready whensoever the Lord shall come.

But seeing all truth and miracles rejected by a hardened and impenitent court, Moses departed in great anger, having first delivered his own soul. And so it becomes the ministers of the gospel to do with men who despise mercy, and all the riches of grace. They should address characters so audacious and hardened with a zeal becoming the majesty of their mission: they should, on these occasions, make the temple of God resound with the thunder and terror of his word. Who can tell but the Lord may yet save a remnant, even in the last stages of corruption; let us never appear weak and confounded before the enemies of God. 

12 Chapter 12 

Verses 1-51
Exodus 12:2. The first month of the year. This is called Abib, Exodus 13:4; and Nisan, Esther 3:7. It was before the seventh month, hence the earth is supposed to have been created in September; but now in commemoration of their deliverance from Egypt, the ecclesiastical table which regulated the festivals, was ordered to begin with Abib. Many nations have reckoned their existence from some important era in their history: and in this view it was highly proper for the christian church to reckon time from the year of grace, or the birth of our blessed Lord. 

Exodus 12:3. In the tenth day. Jesus Christ our passover entered Jerusalem on this very day. John 12:12-13. A kid was admissible when a lamb could not be procured.

Exodus 12:12. The gods of Egypt. The Jews affirm that the temples of the Egyptians were demolished on the night of their passover. But Elohim sometimes signifies princes and nobles, and the words might refer to their destruction.

Exodus 12:15. That soul shall be cut off. Aben Ezra gives three glosses of this word, so frequent in the law. The first and highest application of the sentence is against him who shall omit circumcision, and neglect the passover, that he shall be cut off from the world to come. The second is, that he shall die an untimely death. The third is, that he shall die childless, and his name be cut off from the house of Israel.—Leaven is mystically understood of a depraved heart; yet fermented bread is easier of digestion than parched corn, and cakes made of flour.

Exodus 12:37. About six hundred thousand. The women also would make 600,000; and the children probably 1,300,000 or 1,400,000. The rabbins commonly agree that they were above two millions, and not exceeding two millions and a half. What a confirmation of God’s faithful word to Abraham, that his seed should be as the stars for multitude.

Exodus 12:38. A mixed multitude went up also with them. Most of these are supposed to have been slaves, who embraced this opportunity of emancipation.

ECCLESIASTICAL TABLE OF HEBREW TIME.
March— Abib or Nisan — Nehemiah 2:1. Esther 3:7 

April — Abib — Exodus 13:4. Deuteronomy 16:18 

April —Jiar or Zif — 1 Kings 6:37 

May — Jiar or Zif 

May — Sivan — Esther 8:9 

June — Sivan 

June — Thanus 

July — Thanus 

July — Ab 

August — Ab 

August — Elul — Nehemiah 6:15 

September — Elul 

September — Ethnaim, Tisri or Thisri. 

The civil year now began. — Exodus 23:16. Leviticus 25. 

October — Ethnaim — 1 Kings 8:2 

October — Marchevan or Bul 

November — Marchevan 

November — Chisleu — Zechariah 7:1 

December — Chisleu 

December — Tebeth — Esther 2:16 

January — Tebeth 

January — Sebat — Zechariah 1:7 

February — Sebat

February — Adar — Esther 9:15 

March — Adar — Ends the year, Mark 16

REFLECTIONS.
In the most solemn and holy ritual of the paschal lamb, we have a striking type and figure of Jesus Christ. He is the Lamb without spot or blemish, having sanctified his humanity in its assumption, and having been preserved in the world holy and undefiled.—On the tenth day of this month he entered Jerusalem, and set himself apart as the lamb of God, to take away the sin of the world. His whole body and soul, if we may so speak, were exposed to the fire of divine justice, and to the rage of those who knew him not. Hence said the prophet, when contemplating his passion in the visions of future times, “My heart is like wax, it is melted in the midst of my bowels; my strength is dried up like a potsherd, my tongue cleaveth to my jaws.” Psalms 22:14-15. He was crucified in haste; for the rulers sat up the whole of the night, and allowed themselves no repose till they saw him nailed to the cross.—The blood of the paschal lamb was to be sprinkled upon the sideposts, and on the upper part of the doorposts, not on the threshold, lest an unhallowed foot should trample upon it; and this solemn, this bloody sign, was to save the sinful Israelites from the destruction which awaited the firstborn and strength of Egypt. Here the glory of the atonement appears. Here the mystical significancy of the blood of the cross, the wood sprinkled with blood appears. Israel was not to be saved by a carnal Messiah reigning in Jerusalem, but by the lamb slain in figure from the foundation of the world. Tremble then, oh my sinful soul, at the decree to destroy the wicked. Haste, haste, to sprinkle thy conscience with this blood of salvation, and to place all thy household under the protection of the bloody sign; so shall the divine justice, which spared not the beloved Son, spare thee from death in the day of destruction.

The paschal lamb was also a brand national and domestic festival of the most delicious kind; and here we have shadowed forth the bread and wine, the milk and honey, the grace and glory, with which the gospel feasts the faithful soul and the church of God. Oh what bread is like that which cometh down from heaven; what food like that of the body of Christ which was broken for us; what benefits like those he has purchased by his passion and death! The love of God is better than life itself; and except we eat the flesh and drink the blood of the Son of man, we have no life in us. Sprinkled with this blood, and strengthened with this food, Israel rejoiced while Egypt wept: Israel lived while their enemies died. The paschal house was protected with the sign of salvation, and filled with songs of praise, while the houses of their unbelieving oppressors were full of wailings, and all the terrors of an avenging God.

Other circumstances in the paschal feast are here marked, and of great importance. It was to be eaten with the utmost personal purity, and with unleavened bread. Learn then, oh my soul, in approaching God and his ordinances, to cleanse thy hands from sin, and thy heart from the leaven of malice and hypocrisy. The sprinkling of the blood of Christ is never to be a cloak for sin, but ever accompanied with sanctifying grace. It was to be eaten with bitter herbs. In heaven the feast will be pure, unmixed with sorrow and affliction. The presence of the bridegroom will chase away all gloom and dejection from the mind; but while on earth we have to mourn for sin, and all its dreadful consequences. Here also we have to drink of the cup which our Saviour drank, for the servant is not above his Lord. In these bodies and in this abode, we shall groan beneath the calamities of life. It was to be eaten in families, and associations of families sufficient to consume the whole. Here is likewise shadowed forth the spiritual communion and intercourse, which the scattered families and congregations of the faithful have with their glorious head and chief; being partakers of the same grace, they should ever be distinguished by family affection and brotherly love. No part of the passover was to remain until the morning; no fragment of the Lord’s feast was allowed to corrupt. Here the resurrection of our blessed Lord and eternal life are set before us; here we regale the soul, taste immortal pleasures, and the earnest of eternal joy. Lastly, it was to be eaten in the attitude of our pilgrimage, and in haste. Let us never forget, that the earth is not our home: we are strangers and sojourners in this vale of tears. Heaven is our promised rest. Let us haste thither, for the day is at hand, and the destroying angel is gone forth. 

13 Chapter 13 

Verses 1-22
Exodus 13:2. Sanctify unto me all the firstborn. The firstborn having the birthright, were, according to the patriarchal economy, the priests of God. The firstlings of the clean beasts were to be offered in sacrifice, those of the unclean were to be redeemed. Numbers 18:17. The reason assigned for this, at the 15th verse is, because when the Lord slew all the firstborn of Egypt, both man and beast, he reserved the firstborn of the Israelites as peculiarly his own.

Exodus 13:9. A sign—upon thy hand. The Jews were in general provided with tephilim, or double phylacteries, made curiously of leather, vellum, &c; four portions of the law and prayers were written on them. On the use of phylacteries, Dr. Lightfoot quotes Rabbi Joshua. “He who will assume the yoke of the kingdom of heaven, let him wash his hands, rehearse the texts, and say his prayers; for this is the complete yoke of the kingdom of heaven.” It is added, and very coarsely, “A man has need to recite his phylacteries every evening, to fright away evil spirits.” Jerus. Berocoth, fol. 2. These teachers were but a blind sort of guides; nevertheless the precept of Moses, to have the law written on gates and houses was certainly wise and good, in times so dark and depraved.

Exodus 13:18. Harnessed. The readings here vary. They went up armed—they went up five in a rank—they went up in the fifth generation. Some think that they were partially armed. There is nothing improbable in the idea; for in the subsequent part of the history we find them well equipped.

Exodus 13:21. A pillar of cloud. According to the Jews, God never acts except by angels; yet here it is said, the Lord went before them. The cloud shone with light on all the camp of Israel, and ascended in elevation to the clouds. So Psalms 57:10-11. “Thy truth is great unto the clouds. Be thou exalted, oh God, above the heavens; let thy glory be above all the earth.” It was therefore a shadow from the excessive heat of the sun. Yet its chief abode was over the tabernacle; when it rested there, the people rested, and when it was taken up, the people moved forward. Exodus 40:36. The cloud was also a defence, the people “rested under the cloud of the Most High.” Psalms 91:1. In a word, it was their guide in the desert, and it never forsook the ark of JEHOVAH’S strength. In all these views the glorious and encouraging cloud of the Lord’s presence was a luminous figure of Christ’s dwelling with his church. “The Word was made flesh, and dwelt amongst us.” John 1:14. Among the heathen writers, whenever they speak of the apparition of the gods, they generally clothe them with a cloud, or seat them on a rainbow or the Iris. See Numbers 9:15.

Irim de cœlo misit Saturnia Juno. ÆN. 5:606. — See Iliad 14:214.
REFLECTIONS.
We here find the Lord proceeding with his work, and bringing it to a glorious issue. Having struck the flower of Egypt with death, confounded their wisdom, and shamed their idols, he led forth his ransomed people silently to the desert. And mark now his first care; it was to provide ministers and sacrifices for religion; for no nation can long exist where the civil compact is not founded in the belief of a God, a providence, and a future state, and that belief kept alive in the mind by public and habitual devotion. With this design he selected a priesthood, conformably to the ancient usages among the patriarchs, from the firstborn. Theirs was the right to attend the altar, and they were the hallowed figures of Jesus Christ, our great High Priest for ever unto God.—But this had no design to interfere with the liberty of prophesying. God reserved in his own power the right to send a prophet of any tribe to reprove the priest and reform the people. In this view, happy, unspeakably happy, are the christian church, who are all entitled the firstborn. Hebrews 12:23. Who are all kings and priests unto God, to offer up the spiritual sacrifices of prayer and praise. Hence those ecclesiastics, who with a view to impose silence on laymen, quote Hebrews 5:4, “No man taketh this honour to himself but he that was called of God, as was Aaron,” are grossly bigoted and mistaken. St. Paul is not speaking of the christian ministry, but drawing the parallel between the priesthood of Aaron and of Christ.

We next see the Lord of hosts leading forth his people by a pillar of cloud and flame. God cannot, it would seem, converse with mortals, unless his glory be veiled. He once appeared to Abraham in the smoke of a burning lamp, and often in a human or angelic figure. In this cloud Israel saw a thousand causes of joy, and of sanctifying fear; for what nation had their God so nigh? What nation had this visible token of his presence and love? And he stayed with them to the end of their journey. This cloud was to Israel a throne of grace and of justice. Their situation was extraordinary: a single disaster might have proved their ruin. Hence the Lord was always at hand to counsel and direct them in all their affairs.

It was their guardian and their guide. They knew not the way, they were unacquainted with their foes, they wanted water, they wanted bread; and God supplied their wants, relieved their cares, or destroyed all their foes. Let us learn of the Israelites to follow the guidance of the cloud. The sacred volume, the principles of equity and prudence, the dictates of a pure conscience will guide us through life, and be accompanied with the cheering light and comforts of the Holy Ghost. And all those, who are thus led by the Spirit, and have these interior and exterior marks of divine favour, are unquestionably the children of God.

This cloud divided the sea, on their leaving Egypt; and divided Jordan, on their entering the promised land. “The waters saw thee, oh God, the waters saw thee; they were afraid. Thy way was in the sea, thy path in the mighty waters, and thy footsteps are not known. Thou leddest thy people like a flock, by the hand of Moses and Aaron.” What has the christian to fear while God is his defence? The flood shall not drown him, his enemies shall be confounded, and the affrighted waters of death shall divide, and afford him a triumphant entrance into his promised rest.

God who concealed himself in the cloud, was nevertheless a jealous God; and having destroyed the enemies of Israel, he afterwards destroyed the Israelites who believed not. With him there is no respect of persons. Let us revere his name, for he is still with his people to the end of the world. He says, alluding to his promised presence, surrounded with angels, “I will create upon every dwellingplace of Mount Zion, and upon her assemblies, a cloud and a smoke by day, and the shining of a flaming fire by night; for upon all the glory shall be a defence.” Isaiah 4:5. 

14 Chapter 14 

Verses 1-31
Exodus 14:2. Before Pi-hahiroth. The Lord led the people into the straits between the hills, in order that Pharaoh and his hosts might be overwhelmed in the sea; and that Israel might see his salvation, and find a quiet passage in the desert.

Exodus 14:7. Six hundred chariots. A captain or valiant man was in each chariot, his armour bearer, a man of valour also, besides a man to guide the horses, who had a shield, and probably other weapons. The army of Pharaoh is estimated by Josephus at 50,000 horse, and 200,000 foot. All the host of Pharaoh was there, Exodus 14:28. How bitter are the dregs of the cup to hardened men!

Exodus 14:19. The Angel of God. The Messiah, as in other places, showing a dark and frowning aspect on the Egyptians, and a cheering light of joy on the Hebrews.

Exodus 14:21. The waters were divided, as the Jordan on another occasion; they stood on a heap. Psalms 78:13. It was not a driving back of the tongue of the sea, but a real division by Jehovah’s presence. The bottom of the sea became dry, and formed a wide opening like the wilderness.

Exodus 14:25. Took off the chariot wheels; that is, he entangled or overthrew their chariots.

REFLECTIONS.
In this chapter we see the Israelites saved, and the Egyptians destroyed; and consequently the whole land brought to the verge of ruin for its wicked counsel against the Lord’s people, and for rejecting the ministry and miracles of Moses. These things are written that all ages might fear; for a course of crimes, and the habitual neglect of devotion, originating in hardness of heart and unbelief, will surely bring families and nations to destruction. And it is very awful to add, that when once individuals, or nations, are in the full route of ruin, they seldom pause till precipitated into the gulph their wickedness has prepared.

In the weak faith and great fears of the Hebrews, on seeing themselves pursued, we see that the weakness of man is such as needs support every moment. The idea of danger seemed to banish even the recollection of past miracles. Conscious therefore of our utter insufficiency, let us for ourselves and children, live every moment dependent on providence and grace.

But their case was extraordinary, human means were insufficient; therefore they were exhorted to stand still, and see the salvation of God. In the treasures of his wisdom he had a salvation in store far above their expectation; and in all the calamities and exigencies of life, when our own counsel and efforts fail, let us calmly give up our affairs into the hands of providence. It is good that a man should hope, and quietly wait for the salvation of God.

In a moment the Lord dissipated their fears; the cloud removed from the head to the rear of their camp, and kept the enemy in awe. In like manner God has often stood between his trembling church and danger. Often would Zion have been destroyed, had not God become her shield and high defence. Often should we have run into ruin, had not the Lord interposed for our safety. Oh how much we owe to the arm of strength, and to the everlasting presence of God with his church.

The Israelites, notwithstanding all their fears, were commanded to go forward. What, go forward when the sea was before them, and the mountains on either hand! Yes, oh my soul, do not fear to obey the Lord under a dark and beclouded providence. There is nothing in this world but the alien host, armed against the Lord and against righteousness. Go forward, surrounded with mountains and hills; go forward through the deep, the Lord will open thy way, and the enemies thou seest today thou shalt see no more for ever.

The Lord saw the presumption of the Egyptian host, accustomed now to despise his word and miracles, till at length they despised them to their total destruction. He looked through the cloud. The fire of his countenance assailed their souls with the terrors of hell. Now they were entangled in the deep, and surrounded with the net of the Almighty. Now the oppression and murder of the Hebrews would obtrude on their sight. Now they would curse their gods, their magicians, and make no scruple to kill one another in efforts to escape. Now Pharaoh received the answer of his insolence, Who is the Lord that I should obey him? Oh what rage—what horrors— what fury! What cutting down with their swords of every man that stood in their way! Sinners, unless you get a new heart, this is the company with whom you must for ever dwell. All may see what awaits the ungodly in the great day, when the Lord Jesus shall look from heaven through his cloud, and be revealed in flaming fire, with his mighty angels, taking vengeance on them that know not God, and that obey not the gospel. Then Christ shall be glorified in his saints, and admired in all them that believe. Israel also, when they saw this great work, believed the Lord, and Moses his servant. Let past deliverances strengthen our faith, and encourage us to hope for future mercies. 

15 Chapter 15 

Verses 1-27
Exodus 15:1. Then sang Moses. The Israelites sang in companies; and the one company often answered the other. See Bishop Lowth on the Hebrew Poetry. Also Psalms 68:25. Ecclesiastes 2:8. Ezra 2:65.

Exodus 15:10. Thou didst blow with thy wind. Thou didst send thy spirit, the strong wind excited by the Almighty, as in Exodus 15:21.

Exodus 15:12. The earth swallowed them. Alluding to the burial of the dead bodies driven on shore.

Exodus 15:13. Holy habitation. Moses foresaw that a tabernacle would be built for national worship, and that the Lord’s house would be built on a mountain, as in Exodus 15:17. They had, no doubt, after the manner of their father, an altar or a holy place; all sacred things were not lost, as appears from Exodus 16:9. They came before the Lord, and had priests also of the patriarchal order, as appears from Exodus 19:22.

Exodus 15:20. Timbrel. A little drum. 11:34. 2 Samuel 6:5. Psalms 68:25.

Exodus 15:27. Threescore and ten palm trees. This tree is now called the Date. “In Egypt the Date tree is very lofty, and from the singular formation of its bark, it is as easy to ascend to the top of one of them, as to climb a ladder. Wherever the date tree is found in the dreary deserts of that country, it not only presents a supply of salutary food for men and camels, but nature has so wonderfully contrived the plant, that its first offering is accessible to man alone; and its presence is a never-failing indication of water at the root. Botanists describe the trunk as full of rugged knots; the fact is, that it is full of cavities, exactly adapted to the reception of the human feet and hands; and these cavities are formed by the decay of the leaves, the stems of which are as thick as branches. It is impossible to view these trees without believing that He who in the beginning fashioned “every tree in the which is the fruit of a tree yielding seed,” as “food for man,” has here manifested one among the innumerable proofs of his benevolent design.

“The Date tree is a curious subject for consideration. Many of the inhabitants of Egypt, Arabia, and Persia, subsist almost entirely upon its fruit. They also boast of its medicinal virtues. Their camels feed upon the date stones. From the leaves they make couches, baskets, bags, mats and brushes; from the branches cages for their poultry, and fences for their gardens; from the fibres of their boughs, thread, ropes, and rigging; from the sap is prepared a spiritous liquor; and the trunk of the tree furnishes fuel. When the tree is grown to a size for bearing fruit, the leaves are six or eight feet long. The stems of the leaves are the only branches the tree has.” Dr. Edward Clarke’s Travels.
REFLECTIONS.
The song of Moses is unquestionably the most ancient poetic piece in the world. In point of originality of thought and poetic merit, it stands unrivalled by any thing Homer and Virgil have produced. The sentiments are all congenial to the grand occasion of national joy. The narration, the similies, the metaphors, the apostrophes are all striking, beautiful, and sublime. The soul elevated by the events, and expanded with gratitude, utters itself with a felicity of expression, and clothes its effusions in the grandeur of scenery the richest that nature can boast. The apostrophe to JEHOVAH at the eleventh verse, contrasting him with the gods, is incomparably sublime. More exalted ideas of his glory, language is unable to convey. The descent also of the song from the highest summit of elevation, by tracing the terrific effects the subject would produce on Canaan and Edom, is retiring majesty, gentle and apposite in aspect: it is the language of faith and confidence, leading Israel to repose in the promised land. Where is the critic, where the infidel, who can adequately appreciate its merits, and deem it a production merely human?

In a religious view we may observe, that this song is a model of the gratitude which the church should at all times pay to God after a signal deliverance; and in particular, when a sinner feels the divine displeasure removed from his conscience by a sense of pardoning love, it is a model of the grateful effusions of his heart. So David in Psalms 103. “Bless the Lord, oh my soul; and all that is within me bless his holy name. Bless the Lord, oh my soul, and forget not all his benefits; who forgiveth all thine iniquities, who healeth all thy diseases.”

The Israelites being miraculously delivered from the Egyptians, would now go in the greater confidence against the Canaanites. In like manner, being delivered from guilt and condemnation, and made happy in our souls, we are the more encouraged to venture on our spiritual pilgrimage, and combat the difficulties of life. Whom shall we fear, while the rock of Israel is our defence? But let us at all times rejoice with trembling: we, as well as God’s ancient people, have the difficulties of life before us: and happy if we never murmur, never tempt the Lord, nor wish to return again into Egypt. 

16 Chapter 16 

Verses 1-36
Exodus 16:1. The fifteenth day of the second month; that is, Jiar, or the 30th of April. See the table, chap. 12.

Exodus 16:2. Israel murmured. They wantonly said as in Psalms 78:20, Can the Lord give us bread also; can he provide flesh for his people?

Exodus 16:13. The quails—covered the camp. It was the time when the corn of Egypt began to ripen, and the quails flocked in great abundance. They fell for a day’s journey round the camp, and in some places two cubits thick.

Exodus 16:15. Manna. Josephus affirms that the Israelites seeing it on the grass said, What is it? which he says is the import of the word. This food was the immediate gift of God to his people; and those are mistaken who have thought it a honey-dew. What has been called a honey-dew falling on certain trees, and on the grass, is nothing more than the bursting of the sweet sap from the leaves of those trees by the excessive heat of the sun; and in such abundance, that sometimes a leaf will suffer a drop to descend on the grass.

Exodus 16:31. It was like coriander seed. Not exactly in colour, but in size and form. The colour is here said to be white; and Numbers 11:7, it is said to be like that of bdellium, a gem or gum. Genesis 2:12.

Exodus 16:33. Take a pot. The LXX, cited by St. Paul, Hebrews 9:4, reads, “a golden pot.”—An omer, about three pints. See Cumberland on the Hebrew Measures.
REFLECTIONS.
The most high God, to purify his people, and to make their history instructive to future ages, led them by the hand in the desert. The people who had praised him in the triumphant language of faith, the moment their Egyptian provisions were exhausted murmured for bread. No man will patiently bear trials for religion, or seek deliverance by prayer till he has experienced a work of regeneration on his heart. When hunger assails the appetite, Egypt is preferred to Canaan; and men have no confidence in God beyond present appearances. It must also be allowed that even to the best of men, hunger and want is a trying situation. The poor man is sick, or he has no work, and the resources of charity, like the summer streams, begin to dry up. He is surrounded with the piercing looks of a wife, and the cries of children for bread: but this, however hard, should not excite a murmuring thought. It is for the trial of our faith; we should therefore pray most earnestly to God for deliverance, and at the same time avail ourselves of whatever means providence may put in our power, for by these means God will surely send us help.

We may farther observe, that God’s indulgence to sinful men is very great; he gave manna in the morning, and occasionally quails in the evening to a murmuring people. There is however a difference, a very wide difference, between temporal and spiritual prosperity. He often gives the wicked flesh and abundance in his wrath, but to the righteous he gives special marks of his favour, while their outward condition is distinguished by affliction and want.

We are also instructed by Jesus Christ to regard this manna as a figure of the true bread, which our heavenly Father gives to his children. The Israelites ate manna, and died in the desert. But we have in Christ the bread of heaven, that we may eat and never die. How pure, how incorruptible and reviving is that food with which the Lord sustains his church in the wilderness. It is milk and honey, marrow and fatness. The sacraments and all the ordinances abound with grace, to nourish the soul with the health of eternal life.

The Lord so gave this manna as to connect it with industry; they were every morning employed in collecting the food that fell from heaven during the night. Thus should we also be diligently employed in collecting food and strength from God, by meditation and prayer, and especially in the early part of the day. Devotion in a morning, when so performed as to acquire its genuine spirit, is a pledge of health and strength to the soul throughout the day; and that man who is not diligent in the means of grace is weak and languid. His soul cannot taste the heaven which those enjoy “who worship God in the spirit, rejoice in Christ Jesus, and have no confidence in the flesh.” This is the hidden manna, reserved in Christ the Ark, for the faithful and victorious soul.

From this passage our Saviour demonstrated his Godhead and glory, because he declared himself to be the bread of God which came from heaven, and gave life to the world. And being in his own person, the Lord and giver of life, he is able to sustain the soul with heavenly food, that man may eat and never die. 

17 Chapter 17 

Verses 1-16
Exodus 17:1. Rephidim. The plain before Horeb, where the Israelites encamped before they removed to the plain opposite Sinai.

Exodus 17:6. Thou shalt smite the rock. Horeb was the place where God spake to Moses from the burning bush, chap. 3.; and now he fulfilled his word, that the Israelites should worship in that mountain. It was the eastern summit of mount Sinai. The waters came out so abundantly as to form a rivulet, which followed the Israelites on the lower ground of their camp for some way, till lost in the sandy desert. Without this resource the nation must have perished. “The waters gushed out, and ran in dry places like a river.” Psalms 78:16; Psalms 105:41.

Exodus 17:7. Massah; that is, tempting.—Meribah; that is, chiding.

Exodus 17:12. Hur, is said by Josephus to have been the husband of Miriam. He was a man of the tribe of Judah.

Exodus 17:14. Write this in a book; which was called The Wars of the Lord. We have now, by the labours of our antiquaries, proofs that sixteen letters of the alphabet did exist before the dispersion of the tribes at Babel. Cadmus brought these letters into Europe from Phœnicia. Odin brought them into Scandinavia (now Sweden.) All the oriental languages emanated from the Persic, as has been shown in the notes on Genesis 11. The order and power of these letters in all those alphabets being nearly the same, carry demonstration and force beyond all the fancies and conjectures of curious and learned men, that writing by the letters of the alphabet is anterior to all the records of history.

Exodus 17:15. JEHOVAH-nissi; the Lord is my banner. The patriarchs generally built an altar, as a monument of gratitude for signal mercies.

REFLECTIONS.
Men’s natural disposition, and the strength of their religion, are made manifest by affliction. Israel, when assailed with hunger, murmured against Moses; and the Lord, pitying their distress, gave them bread from heaven. Now they are assailed with thirst, and they murmur again, being a carnal people. Miracles had saved them from the Egyptians, but not from their sins. He who has by grace a command over his own spirit, is greater than he that taketh a city.

The carnal mind we see is distinguished by cruelty and cunning. They murmured against Moses, and were about to stone him, as though he had brought them out of Egypt, and divided the sea. The enmity was in truth against the Lord; and instead of asking his counsel and aid in the time of drought, they rebelled against him: the unregenerate world are still of the same spirit. They would serve God, in their way, provided their passions might all be flattered, and provided crosses and afflictions might never come. But at present they are always starting objections to religious habits, and religious people. The fact is they are at enmity with God, and hate the light; and without regeneration they can no more be saved, than carnal Israel could enter the promised land.

The Lord is very gracious, merciful, and longsuffering; he gave bread from heaven, and water from the rock to a murmuring and gainsaying people. “Who is a God like unto thee, that pardoneth iniquity, and passeth by the transgression of the remnant of his heritage? He retaineth not his anger for ever, because he delighteth in mercy.” But from Israel’s murmuring let us learn patience and resignation; for though a poor man may for a moment suffer hunger and want, God will soon hear his prayers, will crown his efforts with success, and give him bread.

In the rock of Horeb, as well as in the manna, we have a striking figure of Christ, who was smitten on Calvary, and whose waters of grace give life and salvation to the believing soul. See this miracle, this abundant stream giving life to a dying people, and taking a wide circuit through the desert land. See a whole nation, eager for life, crowd with their vessels to quench their thirst with the gift of heaven. They all drank of that rock, which on account of the course of its stream is said to have followed them in the wilderness; and without which they had utterly perished. And had not Christ our true rock been smitten for our sins; had he not opened to us rivers of life and salvation in the grace of his Holy Spirit, which follows us in our pilgrimage; we had all remained in darkness, and perished in our sins. Let us never murmur or tempt the Lord, for he who laid down his life for our redemption, will never suffer us to languish for want of seasonable supplies. He will be unto us as a place of broad rivers, and the wilderness shall be as the garden of the Lord. Israel, delivered from hunger and thirst, were next assailed with the sword. This, on the part of Amalek, was the most wanton cruelty of war. It was one of the grossest breaches of the covenant of Noah. It was a war against heaven, for the enemy could not be ignorant of the wonders God had wrought for his people. Hence the Lord determined to visit the iniquities of the fathers on the children, and ultimately to blot out the name of Amalek from under heaven; and he awfully performed his word by Saul, and also by David.

In Moses and Joshua we have high examples of public spirit and national duty, in the time of war and danger. The one prayed, the other fought: so Israel was saved by devotion and by arms. Israel had been led by the hand, now they must be tried to walk alone, and defend themselves. Learn then, oh my soul, to stay thyself on Christ the rock, with uplifted hands in prayer, till the sun of life shall go down; then the name of Amalek, yea, of all the enemies of the church, shall forever be blotted out. 

18 Chapter 18 

Verses 1-27
Exodus 18:5. Jethro came to Moses at the mount of God. Horeb and Sinai, where God resided in glory, wrought miracles, and published his law. It would seem that Jethro stayed with Moses till the law was promulgated on Mount Sinai; and that Moses inviting Jethro to go with them to Canaan was at the parting, for he adds, I will return, &c. See Numbers 10. But he advised him to appoint judges and military officers, the day after his arrival.

Exodus 18:6. I—am come to thee. The LXX relieve us of the awkward reading of this verse, in the English and Latin version. “It was told Moses, behold thy father-in-law Jethro is coming to thee, and thy wife, and thy two sons with him.” This occurrence comes in properly here, because Jethro’s flocks grazed near Horeb. How consolatory for Jethro to find Moses conqueror of Pharaoh, and king in Jeshurun!

Exodus 18:11. The Lord is greater than all gods. To compare the Lord with idols, or with princes, is shocking. The translator was not aware that the Hebrews form their comparative degree by prefixing מן or מ min or mem, sometimes to the adjective, and sometimes to the substantive; מכל michcol, great above all gods. The translators of 2 Chronicles 2:5, and of Psalms 95:3, have given us the true reading: “The Lord is a great King above all gods.”

REFLECTIONS.
We have a fine example of mutual love and relative affection in Jethro and Moses. Jethro had received the Hebrew exile into his house; but he knew not that he had received the greatest of prophets, and the wisest of kings. He had proved his fidelity as a servant, and rewarded it with the gift of a daughter; now he could rejoice in the highest fruits of his hospitality. How happy when good men, and religious families have known one another for forty years, and can bless God that his providence led them to friendship, and that his grace united their hearts.

By the emancipation of Israel, Jethro’s faith was greatly increased in the belief and worship of the one true and eternal God. He entered into all the wonders of the Lord, and despised the gods of the heathen. How good it is when the heart properly appreciates the mercies of the Lord, and when we can find friends to aid our weakness by their mutual faith. It is good to associate with those whose hearts are full of heaven and full of love.

Mark also the respect with which Moses received his father-in-law. He went to meet and embrace him, and he made him a feast with all the elders of Israel. The Lord had now raised Moses from pastoral life to regal dignity; but he was still a son, and relative duties are not superseded by elevation and honour. Jethro had most kindly received Moses as a stranger; and now Moses wished Jethro to accompany Israel, and to share in the blessings of their covenant. This overture he declined, being a priest of Midian; but where grace prevails in the heart, where happiness reigns in the house, the bonds of religious friendship are so pure, that however distant in situation, the recollection and attachment remain for ever.

Jethro having participated in the joy of Israel, is in return made useful to them by his advice. He saw the fatigue of Moses in judging the people; and advised him to elect, if God should approve, the sanhedrim or national council of seventy members. And God did approve, and he anointed and qualified the judges for their office, by the spirit of prophecy. This grand council existed throughout all the vicissitudes of the Jewish nation, till long after the destruction of Jerusalem by the Romans; and it often proved a source of salutary counsel, and contributed both to the support of religion and the defence of the state. Civil government is a divine ordinance, and an infinite blessing to a nation. It defends the lives and property of men by a grand chain of magistracy, from the prince to the people; and every magistrate holding his commission of God, as well as the king, should be superior to bribery and corruption, and to all respect of persons. Being called to the high duties of giving effect to the law, of protecting the oppressed, of tracing the mysteries of iniquity and maintaining the rights of God, he has need to be endued with an excellent spirit, and with the wisdom from on high. What but the grace of God can render him superior to passion, to party, and every private consideration? What but the anointing which fell on the seventy elders, or the genuine spirit of virtue and religion can divest him of the fear of man, and enable him to act as in the sight of God? 

19 Chapter 19 

Verses 1-25
Exodus 19:1. The third month. On the fourteenth day at night the paschal lamb was slain. The two months contain sixty days, and on the fourth day of the third month the law was given, or the sixty fourth day of the Hebrew ecclesiastical year. From these we deduct the fourteen days before the passover, which leave exactly fifty days, the last of which was the day of Pentecost, a festival when the first fruits were offered, which lasted but one day. Thus a perfect type was given of the Lord’s descent on the holy apostles, “when the day of Pentecost was fully come.” Acts 2.

Exodus 19:2. The desert of Sinai. This desert lay on the side of the mount, opposite to Rephidim. Hence their journey was but a short removal round the hill. The time also is noticed; it was the first day of Sivan, or of the third moon, after their departure out of Egypt, making in all forty seven days. Three days after, the law was published, agreeing in figure with the christian pentecost, or fiftieth day. What a proof that our most holy religion is built on the foundation of the law and the prophets?

Exodus 19:6. A kingdom of priests, holy in body, and pure in heart. An apostle calls the christian church a royal priesthood, a consecrated generation. 1 Peter 2:9. All Shem’s race, to the present age, affect purity. Shungee, of New Zealand, when going to murder his neighbours, was so pure that he could neither feed himself, nor enter the Mission-house.

Exodus 19:15. Come not, &c. This abstinence, before sacrifice, was generally observed by the Israelites. 1 Samuel 21:5. Ecclesiastes 3:5. It was likewise observed by the heathens, as appears from many expressions of their poets. Vide Poli Syn. in Loc.
Exodus 19:22. The priests. Some understand here the seventy elders, or presbyters, who were mostly the firstborn, and consequently priests by the rights of birth. The Levites were afterwards substituted. Numbers 3:12-13.

REFLECTIONS.
We are here presented with the preparations and arrangements of heaven for the promulgation of the law. The people assembled in their encampments, and approached in order. The seventy rulers stood at the foot of the mount, and the mixed multitude surrounded the skirts of the assembly.

Mark next the introductory steps which had been taken, three days before the national convocation. The Lord had given them an epitome of the blessings of the covenant, with its great condition, “If ye will obey my voice.” Therefore they approached with an enlightened mind to accept the covenant, and prepared to subscribe it with a willing heart. The christian is called in like manner to receive the yoke of Christ, that his soul may delight in the law of God, and find his service to be perfect freedom.

In the characteristics of the lawgiver, who says “All the earth is mine;” who promises the highest privileges to obedience, and who punishes transgression with death; we see displayed the Godhead of Jehovah, the Angel. Who can avoid discovering the same person, when he said, veiled in the flesh, as his glory had been obscured in the cloud: A new commandment I give unto you: and again, if ye keep my commandments ye shall abide in my love, even as I have kept my Father’s commandments, and abide in his love. John 15:10. Surely this is the voice of the ratifier and guarantee of the new covenant, appointed in the hands of a Mediator.

Before the people received the law from God, and subscribed to his gracious covenant, their clothes and their persons were cleansed from every legal impurity: and the abstinence and washings of the people are figurative of that purity of heart and of purpose, with which we should draw near to God. In his presence we must lift up holy hands, without wrath or doubting. He is of purer eyes than to behold iniquity in his worshippers; and he cut off the old world, because the thoughts and imaginations of their hearts were only evil continually. The dirt and filth of Egypt must be washed away in the laver of regeneration, and in the sincerest efforts to serve and please God, or he will spurn us in anger from his presence.

But although the people were now ceremonially pure, yet they were not suffered on pain of death to approach their God beyond certain limits and bounds. Moses the mediator, and Aaron the priest, were alone permitted to approach the skirts of the cloud. Thus Jesus, having exercised on earth the prophetic office, is now ascended to the throne of God to exercise for us the offices of Mediator and High Priest, after the order of Melchizedek, that in due time we may enter the holiest by his blood. In the cloud of impervious darkness, in the lightnings and thunders, in the voice of the trumpet with increasing sound, in the shaking of the mountain, and the trembling of the people, we discover the character of a holy God, covenanting with a guilty people. Ah, and more awful still shall be his wrath to punish the transgressors of his covenant, which graciously provided a sacrifice for sin. How awful the day when not only Sinai, but the whole heavens shall be enveloped in smoke and flame; when not only revolting Israel, but all nations that obey not the gospel, shall be punished with everlasting destruction from the presence of the Lord, and from the glory of his power. Wherefore, knowing the terrors of the Lord, we persuade men. We entreat them to obey that voice, which then shook the earth, but now shall shake heaven also. 

20 Chapter 20 

Verses 1-26
Exodus 20:1. God spake all these words. In compassion to man, and the increasing weakness of human traditions, it has pleased the infinitely wise and Holy One to renew the evidences of revelation at fit and proper periods: and he has promised to do this again at the commencement of the glory of the latter day. Isaiah 65:17. Ezekiel 43. Zechariah 14:4. Acts 3:21. David, celebrating this glorious scene, Psalms 18:13, regards God as the speaker. “The Highest gave his voice.” The chariots of angels were in attendance, which induced the Jews to say, that the law was given “by the disposition of angels.” They understood that an angel sounded the trumpet.—The law delivered on mount Sinai is much the same as the seven precepts delivered to Noah. The rules to understand it are, first, according to St. Paul, to consider the law as spiritual, holy, just and good; free from ceremony. Secondly, that every capital crime prohibited, comprises all the minor faults which are included under it. So our Saviour has expounded the law. Matthew 5. Thirdly, that when any vice is forbidden, the opposite virtue is always enjoined. Fourthly, love being the end of the commandment, these laws are to be written on our hearts.

Exodus 20:3. Thou shalt have no other gods before me. Being JEHOVAH thy Elohim, thou shalt not accept of angel, spirit, or idol, as thy advocate or god.

Exodus 20:4. Thou shalt not make any graven image. Leviticus 26:1. This precept is illustrated into a prohibition of making any figure or likeness, as an object of worship; the brazen serpent, and the twelve oxen that supported the molten sea, were not objects of worship. The papist writers being here pressed, evade the precept by saying, that we must not make the image of another god! Therefore we may worship titular deities.— Shameful defence!

Exodus 20:5. Visiting the iniquity. In a temporal view, however innocent the children may be, providence often afflicts their bodies with their fathers’ diseases; but when the children persist in the hatred of GOD, by the worship of idols, or by a course of crimes, the punishment of their fathers shall be visited upon them. Sometimes a whole tribe or nation has been cut off for one sin, as that of the Benjamites for the sin against the Levite’s concubine; the sin of David also, and the sin of Amalek. In a spiritual view however, the son shall not answer for the sins of the father. Ezekiel 18. With regard to the visitation of iniquity, there have of late years been some very striking instances. In 1685 the clergy of France, says Jurieu, procured an edict which totally deprived the protestants of their religious liberties; and at that time their number was about two millions. The ministers were compelled to leave France in fifteen days, or be hanged: and many of them were arrested in their flight, and afterwards executed. The people were enjoined immediately to embrace the Roman Catholic religion, or leave their shops and lands, and become labourers. The dragoons were quartered on their houses till all they had was consumed; and so circumstanced, language cannot describe the insults their families received. Those who attempted to worship God in the woods and forests, were shot, hanged, burnt, and tortured without mercy. Now reader, mark the hand of retributive justice. At the breaking out of the French Revolution in 1789, it was the third and fourth generation; and the nobility and clergy either perished in France, or lost their lands, and were driven to beg their bread in the very countries to which their ancestors banished the protestants! Many ancient testimonies of like nature might be here adduced, as the sin of David visited on his children, and the blood of Christ visited on the Jews, and on their children in the most awful manner.

Exodus 20:8. Remember the sabbath-day. See Ezekiel 20.

Exodus 20:24. Where I record my name. God reserved to himself the choice of the place, where he would record his name, or cause the glory of his presence to rest.

Exodus 20:25. Make me an altar. The Lord’s altar was to be of rough stones, or of earth where no stones were at hand: it was to be destitute of carvings, in opposition to the decorated altars of the heathen, that the mind might not be attracted by exterior pomp. The Druidical altars are generally cairnes of rough stones, on the tops of craggy hills.

REFLECTIONS.
The substance of this law was given to Noah in the seven precepts preserved by the Jews, and its principal characters are still written on the heart of man, and enforced by the power of conscience. But since the fall, self-love biases the judgment, and inclines a man to interpret the law in his own favour; hence it became requisite to write it on stones, and support it by the divine sanction. The awful and terrific characters which God assumed on giving the law were wisely calculated to produce sanctity and obedience among the people. Who would dare to make an idol, when he saw no figure or likeness on the mount? Who would dare to swear by another, while the Lord pronounced himself the only God? Who would dare to profane the sabbath by common labour or sinful pleasures, while God hallowed it by his blessing, by resting from his works, and sending no manna on that day? Who would dare to he irreverent to parents, while the heavenly Father, so jealous of idols, requires homage to be paid to our parents? Who would dare to kill, while God extended his arm as the guardian of life; or violate marriage, while God proclaims it the first of covenants? Who, we may ask, in short, would dare to steal, to commit perjury, to seduce a woman, to steal a servant or a beast, while He who is a consuming fire, proclaims himself the avenger of the oppressed, and pronounces the guilty worthy of death?

But the grand question is, whether this law be binding on Christians, seeing they are not under the law, but under grace? It is replied, that on sincere repentance, and believing in Christ with the heart unto righteousness, they are no longer under the curse of the law, for Christ was made a curse for us; nor are they at all under the ceremonial law, for he is the end of that law to every one that believeth. But if a man renounce righteousness, and become an apostate, God holds his perfect and unchangeable law in his hands, to enforce it in full penalty against him, for all his former sins. We should therefore devoutly pray in those sound words, “Lord have mercy upon us, and write all these thy laws on our hearts, we beseech thee.” 

21 Chapter 21 

Verses 1-36
Exodus 21:1. These are the judgments. In this chapter we enter upon the fifty seven precepts of the civil law of the Hebrew nation. They are the laws of patriarchal society; and are here arranged and modified so as to promote order, purity and justice, in the whole community. The American Indians are found to have had many of these laws, as will be cited under the particular precept. Theodore Beza has left us a Latin work entitled Mosaycarum & Romanorum Legum Collatio, the Mosaic code collated with the Roman laws, in which many of the statutes are striking coincidents.

Exodus 21:2. Buy a Hebrew servant. In criminal cases, and in cases of debt, the magistrates had of course the power to inflict this punishment. It was allowed also in cases of insolvency. 1 Kings 4:1. Matthew 18:25. And seven years servitude was milder than long imprisonment.

Exodus 21:4. The wife—her master’s. The Jews affirm that this law respected aliens only.

Exodus 21:6. Bore his ear: a frequent custom among the gentiles as well as the Jews.

Exodus 21:7. If a man sell his daughter, not for δουλα, a slave, but οικετις, for a domestic, and under a promise of marriage. In all Shem’s race, as in the tribes of Ham and Japhet, a man had the power of a husband over a maid that he had bought. “From the beginning,” as our Saviour says on cases of divorce, “it was not so.” Moses therefore mitigates what he could not supersede, by guarding the spotless honour of a poor virgin.

Exodus 21:13. God delivered him into his hand. That is, he proved the stronger in the fight, and his opponent died of his bruises. But neither refuge nor satisfaction was allowed for wilful murder. Numbers 35:31.

Exodus 21:24. Eye for an eye. The judges might in some cases mitigate this. If a man with one eye should do this, the punishment would exceed the crime.

REFLECTIONS.
The political laws given to the Jews are worthy the serious attention, not only of judges and magistrates, that they may conform to them as much as possible in all things that are not peculiar to the Israelites, to the land of Canaan, and to those times, but of every other person; as they contain very excellent precepts of justice and charity, and many other duties. Upon the laws concerning slaves it must be observed, that slavery is prohibited among christians; and therefore that these laws do not respect us directly. However, we may conclude from them that the will of God is, that servants should be faithful to their masters, and that masters should treat their servants with tenderness and humanity. We learn likewise in this chapter, that murderers, men stealers, and those that curse father or mother, are guilty of very enormous crimes, which the magistrates ought to punish severely; and we may judge from thence, that God will not leave them unpunished. These are crimes which ought not to be so much as known among christians, any more than several others mentioned in the laws of Moses.

From this chapter, says Ostervald, we learn—that those who smite or wound their neighbour ought not to go unpunished—that those who occasion any evil to their neighbour, whether wilfully or accidentally and without any evil intention, should suffer for it, and ought to repair the damage as far as possible—that although slavery obtained amongst the Jews, God did not intend that they should treat their slaves cruelly or inhumanly as other nations did; from whence it appears that christians should behave with still greater meekness and gentleness towards their servants. It must also be observed, that these words, “an eye for an eye and a tooth for a tooth,” do not authorize private revenge, but only denote the punishment that judges were to inflict upon such as assaulted and wounded their neighbour; otherwise, we should be so far from returning evil for evil, that we ought, (as our Saviour observes, Matthew 5. where this law is mentioned) to bear injuries patiently: not to avenge ourselves, nor always insist upon what is strictly our right; but to imitate that meekness and patience which Jesus Christ our Redeemer has given us an example of. 

22 Chapter 22 

Verses 1-31
Exodus 22:2. Breaking up, by forcible entrance into a house, there shall no blood be shed for him, though he be killed by another in his own defence. In that case the thief might be presumed to have a worse design, and the owner of the house could neither expect, nor have the help of others to secure him from the intended violence, nor guide his blows with that discretion and moderation which in the daytime he might wish to do.

Exodus 22:3. There shall be blood shed for him. He that kills him shall be put to death, because he punished him more than his crime deserved, and might have been otherwise either secured or righted; and in that case, it is probable, the thief designed not murder, but theft only.—He shall be sold, for the ordinary term of six years.

Exodus 22:8. To swear whether he have put his hand to his neighbour’s goods. The verb to see is quite a mistake.

Exodus 22:12. If it be stolen from him, he shall make restitution. If he be not able to purge himself by oath, and it appear to be stolen from him with his knowledge and consent. That this must be understood is plain from the foregoing words, where the sense is, that upon his taking an oath to prove his innocence he must be acquitted.

Exodus 22:14. He shall surely make it good. Because in doubtful cases, where it is not evident whether the borrower was faulty or not, as it is here, it ought to be interpreted in favour of the lender, rather than of the borrower.

Exodus 22:15. It came for his hire. The benefit was the lender’s, and not the borrower’s, and therefore the former reason ceaseth.

Exodus 22:16. If a man entice a maid. The patriarchs knew little of bastardy; the brothers of a damsel would not suffer their sister to be treated with dishonour. If the maid was already betrothed, the divine law condemned the seducer to death. Deuteronomy 22:24. Prof. Ostervald states, that in the Swiss cantons when a young woman proves pregnant, they summon both the parties before the elders of the church, and enquire how far the engagement preseded the rash act; and whether the name of God was used in the promise of marriage. In such engagements they are cautious of freeing the offender for money. Our magistrates, on this head, are too relax: by excusing the culprit for paltry pay, innocence is unprotected, and the parishes are burdened. But the loss of morals is the worst of all calamities. A seducer in Saxon times, must unsheath his sword, and prepare for battle.

Exodus 22:17. According to the dowry of virgins. In such proportion as the virgin’s quality requires. Dowries were essential where divorces might occur. In such cases the woman was not robbed: and if the husband proved honest, the dowry belonged to the children.

Exodus 22:18. Thou shalt not suffer a witch to live. מכשׁפה mechashaipah, a female juggler, a deceiver, a fabricatris of all mischief. It appears from the VOLUSPA, a northern poem by Vola the prophetess, that all ancient nations believed in witchcraft. Of Heith she speaks thus:—

Stanza 23. To her the god Of battles gave Both costly rings And shining gold; The art of wealth, And witchcraft wise, By which she saw Through every world.
Stanza 24. Heith she was named; Where’er she came, The pythoness Of cunning arts. She knew right well Bad luck to seethe, And mischief was Her only sport. She murder saw, The first that e’er Was in the world, When Gulveigo Was placed o’th’ spear, When in Har’s hall They did her burn, Oft, not seldom, And yet she lives. Dr. Henderson’s Iceland.
In a copy of the Voluspa printed at Stockholm, 1750, with a Swedish version, there is an omission of two lines. Ok i holl Hars, Hana brendo. Thrisvar brendo, Thrisvar borna, Opt, osialdan, Tho hon enn lifir.

When in Har’s hall They did her burn; Thrice she was burnt, Thrice she was born; Oft, not seldom, Though yet she lives. 

Certainly Moses did not mean that either witch or wizard, or any culprit, should be put to death till the crime was first proved before the judges. It is feared that during the dark ages many were burned for witchcraft who were innocent.

Exodus 22:25. Any of my people, any Israelite; for it was permitted to take usury of the gentiles. Deuteronomy 23:20.

Exodus 22:26. Thy neighbour’s, one that is poor, as appears by comparing this with the next verse.—By that the sun goeth down. Because he speaks of such raiment or covering, in which he used to sleep. 

Exodus 22:28. The gods. Magistrates and governors, whether civil or ecclesiastical, as is evident from the following words, which explain the former according to the common use of scripture, and from the title of gods commonly given to such.

Exodus 22:29. The firstborn of thy sons shalt thou give unto me. Not in kind, but by a price of redemption to be paid to me in their stead. The law of the Lord knows nothing of particular redemption, nothing of reprobation.

Exodus 22:30. On the eighth day. Not sooner, because it was till then tender and imperfect. But it was not tied to that day, for it might be offered afterwards, as appears from Leviticus 22:27, even till it was a year old. Cain and Abel did this. Cyrus always gave the tenth of his spoils to the temples. In English, the firstborn of oxen is inaccurate; the Hebrew signifies bullocks or large cattle.

REFLECTIONS.
This chapter affords us various instructions; and the first of these is one that has been oft repeated, that they who have wronged their neighbour in any manner, either by theft, cheating, or even unwittingly and imprudently, are obliged to make restitution; and that things that have been entrusted, or lent to any one, should be faithfully returned.

We see likewise here that an oath may be taken to put an end to disputes, that oaths should be had in reverence, that the sin of uncleanness should as much as possible be remedied by marriage, and that God would have idolaters put to death, as well as witches and enchanters, and other persons who used unlawful arts.

God declares in the most express manner, that it is a great crime to oppress the fatherless, the widows and the strangers, and rigorously to exact the payment of a debt from the poor and needy; that these are sins which cry to God for vengeance, and provoke his wrath.

Here likewise we learn always to speak of magistrates with reverence and respect. The obligation laid upon the Jews to offer their firstfruits to God shows, that religion requires us at all times to devote some part of those good things which God hath given us, to works of piety and charity. 

23 Chapter 23 

Verses 1-33
Exodus 23:1. Put not thine hand with the wicked, do not conspire or agree with them.

Exodus 23:3. Neither shalt thou countenance a poor man. The meaning of this and the former verse is,—there shall be no respect of persons whether rich or poor, but an impartial consideration of the cause.

Exodus 23:4. If thou meet thine enemy’s ox. So far shalt thou be from revenging his injuries, that thou shalt render good to him for them. By doing this a man conquers enmity and gains his neighbour.

Exodus 23:8. The wise, or the open-eyed and quick-sighted.—The righteous. The judgment of the righteous judge, that is, of them who were before such, and are inclined to be so, and probably would be so, were they not tempted with bribes. Or thus, the matters or causes of the righteous, which may be understood not of the judges, but of the parties pleading, whose righteous cause is by this means perverted by the judge, and a wrong sentence given.

Exodus 23:11. That the poor—may eat, that which groweth spontaneously.

Exodus 23:12. On the seventh day thou shalt rest. This command is here repeated, lest any should think the weekly rest might cease when the whole year was consecrated to rest.

Exodus 23:13. Make no mention of the name of other gods; that is, with honour or delight, or without detestation.

Exodus 23:14. Keep a feast. The three feasts are illustrated in their proper places. Exodus 12. Leviticus 25. The males were commuted for one of a family. But the hope of the Jews to see the gentile world engrafted on their stock, and going to Jerusalem three times a year, is altogether unfounded. The Lord’s temple is spiritual, and shall be built on “the tops of the mountains.”

Exodus 23:15. None shall appear before me empty. None shall ever come at those times without some offering or other, for the support of the Levites, and of the worship of God. 

Exodus 23:16. The feast of harvest. Of wheat harvest, for the barley harvest was before this time. This feast was otherwise called Pentecost.—The feast of ingathering. To wit, of all the rest of the fruits of the earth, as of the vines and olives. This was also called the feast of booths, and of tabernacles. All their three feasts had a respect to the harvest, which began in the passover, was carried on at the pentecost, and was fully completed and ended in this feast.

Exodus 23:19. Thou shalt not seethe a kid in his mother’s milk. The words may be rendered, Thou shalt not seethe, or roast, (for the word bashal signifies to roast as well as boil, as is evident from Deuteronomy 16:7.) a kid, being or whilst it is in his mother’s milk, which it may be said to be, while it is suckled, and so may be understood of the passover, referred to in the preseding verse, in which a lamb or kid was used; and then the word bashal must be rendered roast. But it is more probable that the prohibition refers to the lamb or kid used at a common meal, which should not be taken too young from its dam; for sucklings might be offered in sacrifice. Leviticus 22:27. 1 Samuel 7:9.

Exodus 23:20. I send an Angel. Christ, the angel of the covenant, as may be gathered from the following words, and because the pardon of sin, which is a divine prerogative, is here ascribed to him, and God’s name is in him. Compare also Exodus 13:21; Exodus 14:19; Exodus 32:34. Acts 7:38-39. 1 Corinthians 10:9.

Exodus 23:25. Thy bread and thy water. All thy provisions, bread denoting any kind of meat, and water any kind of drink. 1 Samuel 25:11.

Exodus 23:26. The number of thy days I will fulfil. I will preserve thee so as thou shalt live as long as the course of nature and the temperament of thy body will permit.

Exodus 23:27. My fear. A great terror, or terror wrought by me.

Exodus 23:28. Hornets, properly so called, as may be gathered from Joshua 24:12. Deuteronomy 7:20. Hornets are of themselves very troublesome and mischievous; but these, it is very probable, were like those Egyptian flies, Exodus 8:21, of an extraordinary bigness and perniciousness. Nor is it strange that such creatures did drive many of those people from their habitations; for several heathen writers give us instances of people being driven from their seats by frogs, others by mice, others by bees and wasps. 

Exodus 23:30. By little and little I will drive them out. This gave the Canaanites time to fly. Our Saxon chronicle mentions a colony coming to the north of Ireland from Armenia, in five long ships, which many take to be expelled Canaanites. They found inhabitants it is said, in the north of Ireland, who advised them to settle in Scotland, promising to be their friends.

Exodus 23:31. Sea of the Philistines, the mediterranean. The desert, of Egypt or Arabia, which was obtained by David. Euphrates is often called the river, by way of eminence. 

24 Chapter 24 

Verses 1-18
Exodus 24:5. Young men. These were of the firstborn, who were entitled to assist at the altar.

Exodus 24:8. The blood of the covenant, without which no man can approach the Lord.

Exodus 24:9-10. Seventy elders. All these witnessed the divine authority of the law, and of the ritual obligation, being nearly the same number that went down into Egypt. They saw [the glory of] the God of Israel; not his face, as Moses once asked. The pavement seemed to be studded with gems which refracted the beams of uncreated glory. Certainly this was one of the sublimest manifestations of the Divinity that the eyes of mortals ever beheld. It demonstrated to the heads of the nation the absolute characters of divine revelation, requiring perfect obedience.

Exodus 24:11. Laid not his hand. They saw imperfectly the divine glory, and were not struck dead, but were permitted to feast on the declivity of the mount.

Exodus 24:12. Tables of stone, that the precepts might be preserved in perfection to future ages. But these laws of holiness should be written on our hearts by the Holy Spirit, as the tables were written by the finger of God.

Exodus 24:15. Moses went up into the mount. The LXX read, Moses and Joshua; yet it would seem from chap. 32. that Joshua remained where the elders had eaten of the sacrifices.

Exodus 24:18. Moses fasted forty days. During these days, six of which were spent in preparation, he neither ate nor drank. Exodus 34. Deuteronomy 11:9. The vision and enjoyment of God was to him a happy substitute for food. Joshua is understood to have waited in the place where the elders had stood before.

REFLECTIONS.
Guilty and trembling man, conscious of sin, and apprised of the approach of death, has need of a sure covenant to which he may with confidence adhere. The Lord therefore was graciously pleased to give, and to ratify his covenant, in the following solemn manner. First, the words of the covenant are written in a book, containing the fifty seven precepts, in which God engages to give them the land, to deliver them from all their enemies, and in due time to send them the promised Seed, or hope of Israel. Secondly, the people promised by oath to keep this covenant, for they said three times, “All that the Lord hath commanded that will we do.” Thirdly, this covenant extended to their wives and their little ones, to the strangers who were among them, and to all future generations; hence the basis of it was, the new or Gospel Covenant, which shall never be done away. Pardon, holiness, and heaven, were all typically implied. Fourthly, the witnesses called to attest this covenant were no other than the heavens and the earth. Deuteronomy 32:1. And after the violation of this covenant, God appeals to these witnesses in a fine apostrophe. “Hear oh heavens, and give ear oh earth; behold I have nourished and brought up children, and they have rebelled against me.” Isaiah 1:2. Lastly, the holy God, covenanting with a sinful people, required them to approach with sacrifices, and with the sprinkling of blood. The Testator, not being as yet incarnate, could not die; therefore beasts were slain to presignify the oblation of his body, and the sprinkling of his blood. Nor can he have any thing to do with man, nor with any of his services, till all his soul, and all his works are covered with the blood of atonement. And in this solemn manner must every christian covenant with his Maker. See Deuteronomy 29. Jeremiah 31. Hebrews 8. Nature, so corrupt as ours, needs to be bound by every tie, human and divine.

When God gave the law, it was with smoke and flame, with lightnings and thunders; but now covenanting with his people, the glory of his cloud is merely “dark with excessive brightness.” So it was when he discovered his glory on the mount to the three disciples. The pavement under his feet resembled sapphire, the foundation of his throne was bespangled with gems; angels and saints place themselves at his feet, and shine as the brightness of the firmament, and as the stars for ever and ever.

Moses waited six days in sanctifying awe, before he was called into the glory of the cloud, nor did he see more than the glory of it. It is not till the six days of labour and toil, and the tears of life are past, that we shall be called to the mount of glory. Let us wait that short period in holy awe and earnest expectation, for we know not the day when he shall say, “come up hither.” And whenever that shall be, we shall not have to return any more to a backsliding and rebellious people. Joshua was also favoured in this view, though less so than Moses. He was designed to succeed Moses and in the arduous task he needed the support which a partial sight of the divine glory is calculated to inspire. The king’s friends must have special marks of the king’s favour; and the Lord is ever wont to favour those who are remarkably called to do and suffer his will with reviving views of his glory by faith. He will afford them strength adequate to every duty, that they may boldly speak and nobly act, as in his immediate presence. 

25 Chapter 25 

Verses 1-40
Exodus 25:2. That they bring me an offering. We now enter on the tabernacle, a hallowed work, a figure of the church, and emblem of the heavenly glory. This mystical temple was not new: it had existed in paradise; it had no doubt been preserved by Noah in the ark, for we find it in the Egyptian and Indian temples, as well as among the ancient Greeks. Yet God by special revelation was pleased to renew it in a figure of perfection.

Exodus 25:4. Blue and purple. Some materials proper for the work, and of the colours here mentioned; wool or threads, or some such like things, as appears from Hebrews 9:19.

Exodus 25:7. The ephod, or superhumeral, a species of long shawl which covered the shoulders and breast of the high priest; and to which the pectoral or breastplate was appendent. See Exodus 28:15.

Exodus 25:8. A sanctuary. A sort of ambulatory temple; and in all antiquity we find nothing more ancient than such portable temples.

Exodus 25:10. Ark of shittim-wood, or the acacia wood, as Dr. Shaw, our learned traveller, suggests. All the more distinguished temples of the heathen seem to have had an ark or chest, in which to preserve their sacred utensils. The predictions of the Sybils, written in verse, were preserved in a chest. For an account of those prophetesses, see Lanctantius’s Institutes, book 1.; Augustine’s City of God, book 18. chap. 23. If those poems were forged, yet the traditions were true, for the Voluspa, a poem beforementioned, foretels the same things.—As the law was deposited in the ark, it is promiscuously called the ark of the testimony, the ark of the testament, and the ark of the covenant.

Exodus 25:11. Crown of gold, a border raised up above the rest of the ark.

Exodus 25:16. The testimony, the two tables of stone, on which the decalogue was written. Exodus 30:6. Leviticus 16:13.

Exodus 25:17. A mercy-seat, or propitiatory, which covered the ark, and upon which the God of Israel is represented as having been seated; and hence the ark was called his footstool. See Leviticus 16. This ιλαστηριον is several times alluded to in the new testament. Hebrews 9:5. Romans 3:24. 1 John 2:1.

Exodus 25:18. Two cherubim of gold. Moses has not told us what was the form of these cherubim; but they were designed to represent the angelic nature. Josephus admits that they were of a configuration unknown to men, and represented celestial beings. In Ezekiel, the number is four. The sphynxes of the Egyptians had some resemblance to these figures. See Ezekiel 32:4.—Beaten work. Not made of several parcels joined together, but beaten by the hammer out of one continued piece of gold.

Exodus 25:23. Table of shittim-wood. The LXX read, a golden table. King Solomon made this table of gold, 1 Kings 7:48; and the LXX follow that reading. Thus the Hebrew copy and the Greek version are both correct.

Exodus 25:25. I will commune with thee, as in Exodus 28:15.

Exodus 25:30. Shew bread: twelve loaves in two heaps. God is not unmindful to provide bread for those who wait at the altar.

Exodus 25:39. Talent of gold, containing three thousand shekels, value about three hundred and fifty pounds. Exodus 38:25.

Exodus 25:40. Pattern shewed thee in the mount. This being often repeated, marks its importance: no fancy work was allowed there. 

26 Chapter 26 

Verses 1-37
Exodus 26:1. The tabernacle, המשׁכן hammishacan, is not the only word which designates the habitation of the Lord. In Exodus 15:2, we find habitation, from the root נוה Nevah, he dwelt, which word is still preserved in the nave of our churches, because the Lord has promised to dwell there. This sacred pavilion was the presence chamber of the God of Israel, where he heard prayer, delivered oracles, and passed sentence on man, on armies, on nations. And what nation was there that had God so nigh unto them! Deuteronomy 4:7.—Cherubim of cunning work, either woven or wrought with a needle.

Exodus 26:27. Two sides westward should undoubtedly be rendered, for the side westward.

Exodus 26:29. And spoons thereof. כפח capach, vases to hold incense. Numbers 7:14.

Exodus 26:31. The veil of blue. St. Paul marks here, that the way into the holiest was not yet made plain. The superior light of the gospel allows us to see a door open in heaven, and even heaven itself opened, that we may follow our great High Priest into the true tabernacle which is above. John 1:51. Hebrews 9:8.

REFLECTIONS.
In the observations on the preseding chapter, a reason was assigned why God gave such express command concerning the form of the tabernacle in all its parts; and why he ordered it to be built with the several ornaments, and with that magnificence observable in it. We are to notice in this chapter, that as the tabernacle was to be often removed from place to place, especially while the Israelites sojourned in the wilderness, it was made in such a manner as to be easily taken to pieces and put together again. That the service which was performed in the tabernacle, and continued in the temple of Jerusalem, was to last no longer than till the coming of Jesus Christ. This appeared by the rending of the veil, which was at the entrance of the most holy place, at the time of our Lord’s crucifixion; which as St. Paul speaks, signified, that the way into the most holy place was not made manifest while the first tabernacle was yet standing: that the legal worship was drawing to an end, and that the entrance into the heavenly sanctuary would be from thenceforth open unto men through Jesus Christ. 

27 Chapter 27 

Verses 1-21
Exodus 27:1. Make an altar. The altar, says a living author before mentioned, seems to have been intended only for the present purpose, until further orders were given; and especially for those sacrifices with which the national covenant was ratified. Exodus 20:24.

Exodus 27:2. Horns. The horns were ornamental turrets, which prevented the victims from falling off; and to these they were sometimes bound when about to be sacrificed. Psalms 118:17. The horns seem to have been long, that culprits might take hold of them, as Joab did, when he fled from the wrath of the king. The gentile altars had the same kind of horns. The altar was entirely covered with thick plates of brass, with a place to receive the fuel and lay the flesh upon, very curiously formed, to prevent the wood being consumed by the fire. Neither could the human nature of Christ have supported the fire of divine wrath for sin, had it not been in union with his divinity.

Exodus 27:3. Basons. In these was received the blood of the sacrifices, in order to its being sprinkled.

Exodus 27:20. Cause the lamp to burn always. The LXX amplify this reading. The people are required to bring pure oil, “that the lamp may burn always in the tabernacle of testimony without the veil.” The heathens had much the same ritual; their lamps burned, and their fires on the altar were guarded by the priests, and in many places by vestal virgins. The American Indians had fires likewise in their temples. In 1727, the French at the Mobile were massacred by the Indians. Chepar, the governor, having cruelly treated the Natchees, they convened a meeting of the neighbouring tribes; and having fixed on one moon for preparation, the priest delivered a bunch of thirty rods to each tribe, with instructions to burn one rod every day upon the altar. But Braspike, the chief’s mother, being connected with a French officer, had the address to steal one of the rods, which occasioned the Natchees to begin the massacre on the 28th of December, instead of the 29th, which gave the French in other places, one day of alarm. The similarity of these customs of lamps and fires demonstrates that Noah had handed down those institutions to his sons. The ritual was of divine and primitive authority. 

REFLECTIONS.
Oh altar, altar, most instructive, tragic, and atoning altar! How many trembling culprits take hold of thy horns! How many trembling victims bleed at thy foot, and are consumed in thy flames! How awful is the character of justice, whose sword is unsheathed, and who seems to cast a disdainful look on the sinners, as well as on their victims, until a voice is heard from the mercy-seat, “sacrifice and burnt-offering thou wouldest not; mine ears hast thou opened, a body hast thou prepared me. Lo I come, as it is written of me, in the volume of the law and the prophets. Thy law is within me: I delight to do thy will, oh God.” Psalms 40:6-7.

This beautiful tabernacle, seen by day from afar by its splendid colours, and by night by its flames, is a striking figure of Jews and Gentiles mixed in its outward court. Also of the true church, within the tabernacle; and of heaven itself, by the most holy place. May the Lord count us worthy to follow from the outward to the inner court, and then to the holy of holies in the paradise above.

We see here the fire of the altar, ever burning to take away the daily faults of an offending people, for the love of Christ ever glows with compassion towards them.

The lamps, ever burning in the temple, adumbrate the light of the Lord shining forth in the glory of the gospel, rising with beams of grace and righteousness on the church, and with the light of life in every believer’s heart. Zion has often been under an exterior cloud, but she has always light within. Christ still walks amid the golden candlesticks, and causes the church to shine by reflection, with beauties enhanced, as a city set on a hill. It is the portion of the finally impenitent to be thrust into outer darkness. 

28 Chapter 28 

Verses 1-43
Exodus 28:1. Take Aaron thy brother. Intimations had before been given of this designation; but this is the first express appointment of Aaron and his sons to the priesthood. The heads of families had hitherto officiated as priests and offered sacrifices, without any special appointment; but now this practice was retracted, and the sacerdotal office confined to the family of Aaron only. Moses not only gave proof of his disinterestedness, in leaving his own posterity in the rank of private Levites, whilst he confirmed Aaron and his descendants in this important and honourable service; but he made it manifest that he acted entirely by divine direction, Hebrews 5:4-5, which is further evinced by the remarkable circumstance of no provision being made about the succession to the priesthood in case Aaron’s family should be extinct. This was according to human observation very probable, especially after the death of Nadab and Abihu, and must have been followed by the entire subversion of the whole form of worship instituted by Moses: for it was fundamental to it that no person in any age, or in any case, should officiate as priest under the penalty of death, except he was of Aaron’s family. Yet in entire confidence that God would provide for the continuance of the religion which he had appointed, and being conscious that he acted by his authority, Moses left the whole dependent on an apparent mere contingency. This is what human policy would never have done; but the providence of God took care of that which was thus simply committed to him. The priests of the family of Aaron increased, and continued as long as that dispensation continued, and until the new dispensation was introduced.

Exodus 28:2. Holy garments. Whatever was separated from common uses, and consecrated to the immediate service of God, was called HOLY, whether it were person or thing. These garments were not only intended to distinguish the priest from the people, and to decorate them and render their persons and ministrations respected by the people; but they were emblematical of that holy conversation and conduct, which should ever be the “glory and beauty,” the distinguishing mark of the ministers of religion: without which they and the services they perform will be had in contempt. They were also especially typical of the glory of the divine majesty, and the beauty of complete holiness, which rendered Jesus Christ such a High Priest as became us, and stamped infinite value on his whole work. 

Exodus 28:3. Wise-hearted. Whoever is endowed with skill to perform the service assigned him in the church of God, and does it uprightly and diligently, is “wise-hearted,” and will give God the glory of making him so. All natural wisdom is the gift of God, but this seems to have been supernaturally bestowed.

Exodus 28:6-14. The ephod, or the priest’s outer garment, as in Exodus 25:7. Ephods were worn by the inferior priests, and even by others on some occasions, as by Samuel when a child, and by David when he danced before the ark: but they were made only of linen. This ephod of gold was formed of costly materials, and had much gold wrought up in it. It was girded on by a girdle curiously woven or wrought, of the same materials, and was buttoned upon each shoulder with a precious stone set in gold. On these two stones were engraven the names of the twelve tribes of Israel, which were fastened into chains of gold. Thus Christ appeared to John, “girt about the paps with a golden girdle.” Righteousness was the girdle of his loins; he was clad with zeal as with a cloak, and the government was upon his shoulders. He bears the names of the people before God, as a memorial; and as their Representative and Advocate, acts with all his power on their behalf, and maintains their cause.

Exodus 28:15. The breastplate of judgment was a double piece of cloth, a span square, richly wrought, and fastened with chains of gold to the golden ephod, upon the breast of the highpriest. In this breastplate were fixed twelve precious stones of different kinds, an emblem of the diverse excellencies of the members of the church of Christ, who amongst them possess all that is valuable upon earth. These stones were set in gold, each with the name of its tribe engraven upon it. This breastplate Aaron wore, when he went into the holy place, for a memorial before the Lord; not only that he might present their cause before him, but that he himself might be reminded that he acted in a public character, and was to have the interest of all the tribes of Israel, whom he represented, near his heart, without prejudice or partiality. In this he was an evident type of Christ, who has the name of every individual of his people ever engraven upon his heart; and within the veil will be sure never to forget or neglect any of them, or of their concerns, however destitute or despicable they may be upon earth; but will care for them with his whole heart. The heathens had a teraphim, as in Ezekiel 21:21; and Zechariah 10:2. The ancient judges also wore breastplates of judgment, indicative that their decisions were clear and perfect. 

Exodus 28:19. A ligure. The ancients do not apparently know what this gem precisely was; and indeed biblical critics are not always good naturalists. The variations of their opinion is proof of this. Gems sport their faces and brilliant beauties conformably to determinate laws; the tints arise from metalic essences in the rocks and cavities where they are formed. The Abbe Haüy is of opinion that it is the different proportions of oxygen which constitute the variation in their shades of colour. The topaz occurs, burning and yellow. The quartz comprises the purple amethyst, chrysoprasus, hyaline, and opal; some the colour of amber and of oil. The girson of hyacinth, the sapphire of indigo blue, the emerald of various green. The ruby of red, including the spinel. The granate of various tints. The tourmaline occurs, blue, green, or red. The peridote has many varieties. These modern names comprise the stones in the highpriest’s pectoral. We must therefore regard this studded plate of gold as the noblest production of nature, and the brightest work of art ever presented to the human eye. And when the uncreated Glory shone upon it from the mercy-seat, it would refract all the colours of the rainbow, diverging its rays numerous as the faces of the gems with responsive glory to the emanation of a reconciled God. So Christ bears the names of his saints always on his breast.

Exodus 28:30. The Urim and Thummim; words equivalent to light and perfection. Let us hear what the scriptures say farther on this subject. “Joshua shall stand before Eleazer the priest, who shall ask counsel for him after the judgment of the Urim, before the Lord.” Numbers 27:21. Conformably to the divine answer, war was conducted or suppressed. “When Saul enquired of the Lord, the Lord answered him not, neither by dreams, nor by Urim, nor by prophets.” 1 Samuel 28:6. “Let thy Thummim and thy Urim be with thy holy one,” that is, the priest. Deuteronomy 33:8. Phinehas stood before the ark and said, “shall I go up against my brother Benjamin, or shall I cease? And the Lord said, go up; for to-morrow I will deliver them into thy hand.” 20:28. This is all we know of the Hebrew oracle, the oracle of the living God. Happy was Israel to have God so nigh unto them. When the emperor Alexander wished to consult the Hebrew oracle respecting his expedition to Persia, Jaddo, the highpriest said, “that from the day that the house of Israel were carried to Babylon, they had, remained ignorant of the Urim and Thummim.”

It is a fact fully recorded in ancient history, that all the great temples of the heathens had their oracles. The druids everywhere, on great occasions, asked counsel of their gods. Those oracles, whether real or pretended, are regarded by Isaiah with great contempt and high disdain, Exodus 29:4. The oracle at Delphos in the temple of Apollo, near Mount Parnassus, was so popular that the world, on great occasions, resorted there with offerings to consult the oracle. Strabo, book 9., reports that Pythoness, when seized with the prophetic spirit, foamed and rolled, as though furiously intoxicated with wine, and uttered confused words, which the priests about her put in distinct but ambiguous expressions, sometimes in prose, and sometimes in verse. Of those oracles we have specimens in Herodotus. The voice seemed to proceed from a small aperture in the cavern of a rock. Those assuredly were but the dark wiles of Satan, by which he would obscure the glory of divine revelation. The christian church knows of no oracle but the throne of grace.

Exodus 28:31. The robe of the ephod was the middle garment, worn under the ephod, and above the coat. It had a hole, through which the head was to pass, when it was put on; and seems to have been carefully formed of one piece, that it might not be rent. This reminds us of Christ’s coat, which was without seam, woven from the top throughout, and was not rent, but cast lots for by the soldiers. This also was emblematical of his perfect, uninterrupted obedience to the divine law, and of the unbroken harmony which should subsist in his church. Upon the hem of Aaron’s robe were golden bells, and pomegranates round about, which represented the sound of divine truth preached or professed, being joined with the precious fruits of holiness in the ministers of the gospel, and in all true christians. This sacred vest typified especially the glad tidings which Christ was anointed to preach, and the fragrant fruits of his priesthood, which he confers upon his church. The bells were also intended to give notice to the people when the highpriest entered into the most holy place: perhaps they might join his burning the incense, and sprinkling the blood, with their prayers. Luke 1:10. It is added, that he die not; which he might expect to do, if he acted not according to the prescribed rules.

Exodus 28:36-39. Upon the mitre; a cap with a high crown, made of linen; to this was affixed a golden plate, on which was inscribed HOLINESS TO THE LORD. This might be designed to teach him to remember his sacred office and character, and to take care not to disgrace it, nor to be ashamed of it, nor to wish to conceal it: it might also remind the people to honour his person and ministrations. But especially it represented our great High Priest, whose perfect holiness, and voluntary dedication of himself in our behalf unto the Father, to fulfil his will and magnify his law, by obedience unto death, have rendered him the fountain of holiness to his people, who are sanctified by his truth, and by his Spirit. He also bears the iniquity of our holy things; and by his prevailing intercession renders our sinful persons and imperfect services acceptable with a holy God.—Coat of fine linen. This was the tunic, or innermost garment, which had sleeves to the wrist, as is supposed, and was bound on with a linen girdle. The whole of the priest’s princely and grand array is understood to be a figure of the glory and grace of Christ.

Exodus 28:40-41. Coats and girdles. The garments of the inferior priest, though neither so costly as those of the highpriest, nor so particularly described, are said to be “for glory and for beauty,” as well as the others. They typified that holiness which was glorious and beautiful in Christ, and which is for glory and beauty to all who are adorned with it.

Exodus 28:42. Linen to cover them. The priests were to be clothed in the most decent and modest manner. Our garments were first necessary to hide the shame of a sinner’s nakedness; and when we use them for ostentation we foolishly glory in our shame. They who prefer ornament to modesty do still worse; but it is worst of all to be guilty of pride and indecency in the courts of the Lord’s house.

Exodus 28:43. That they bear not iniquity. All this was to impress them, and us, with a sense of God’s holiness, and of our sinfulness. To teach us that God will be had in reverence of all them that are round about him, and will not be approached by a sinner, but in the name of Jesus Christ.

REFLECTIONS.
Blessed be God that we have such a Highpriest, as is in this chapter typically delineated; one solemnly appointed of God, and consecrated to his work; one furnished for his high office by the glory of his divine majesty, and the beauty of perfect holiness; one who bears the names of all his people upon his heart, presenting them, and all their several cases before the Father in heaven, and everliving by his continual intercession to apply the salvation which his sacrifice has purchased; in whom are illuminations and perfections, even inexhaustible treasures of wisdom and grace. Happy, if by the law spiritually understood we have so obtained the knowledge of sin, as to see that such a Highpriest became us; that we can have no access to or acceptance with a holy God but by him; no light, no wisdom, no perfection but from him; no glory nor beauty, but in conformity to him. If this be our experience, let us take encouragement from the power, love, and compassion of our Highpriest to the meanest of his people, “to draw near with boldness to the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy, and find grace to help in time of need.” Hebrews 4:14-16. “Let us have grace, whereby we may serve God acceptably, with reverence and godly fear; for our God is a consuming fire.” Hebrews 12:28-29. 

29 Chapter 29 

Verses 1-46
Exodus 29:6. The holy crown, a plate of gold, as appears from Leviticus 8:9. Exodus 28:36.

Exodus 29:9. A perpetual statute. Many promises of this kind occur; and they are all like the sure mercies of David, absorbed in the everlasting priesthood and kingdom of the Messiah, the Christ of God. For the Jews were to have a better priest than Aaron, Psalms 110:4; a better sacrifice than those offered under the law, Psalms 40:6; a better fountain than the brazen laver, Zechariah 13:1; a better covenant than that of Moses, Jeremiah 31.

Exodus 29:10. Shall put their hands upon the head of the bullock, to signify that they offered it for themselves and for their own sins, which the offerers performing this rite were to confess, Leviticus 16:21; and to testify their faith in the future sacrifice of Christ, upon whom their sins were to be laid, and by whose blood they were to be expiated.

Exodus 29:12. Horns of the altar. Not of incense, as some would have it, but of the burnt-offerings.

Exodus 29:14. It is a sin-offering, for the highpriest, as is plain from the whole context, and therefore ought to be burnt. There was indeed a law that the sin-offering, whose blood was not carried into the tabernacle, which was the case here, should not be burnt, but eaten. Leviticus 6:30. But that concerned the people, not the priests who did not eat, but burnt their own sin-offerings. Leviticus 4:3; Leviticus 4:12.

Exodus 29:18. Sweet savour. Hebrews a savour of rest, wherewith God will be well pleased.

Exodus 29:19. Take the other ram, for a peace-offering. So here were all the three sorts of sacrifices, which were afterwards to be offered by them for the people. These are the full oblation, as in Genesis 15.

Exodus 29:20. Tip of the right ear and thumb. These parts are consecrated in the name and stead of all the rest; the ear, as the instrument of hearing and receiving the mind and will of God in all their sacred administrations, and in their whole conversation; the hand and foot, as the instruments of action, and execution of that which they hear and understand to be the mind of God. All these parts are sprinkled with blood, to show the absolute necessity of Christ’s sacrifice to qualify them for an acceptable and successful discharge of their office.

Exodus 29:22. A ram of consecration; of the priests in their office.

Exodus 29:26. It shall be thy part, namely, the breast alone, whereas both shoulder and breast were afterwards given to Aaron. The reason of this might be, that Moses was not a proper and complete priest, as Aaron afterwards was, but one appointed for this time to do the work.

Exodus 29:27. Waved and heaved up. The rabbins tell us the difference between these two is, that the former was waved up and down, east, west, north and south, to signify that he to whom it was offered was Lord of the whole world, the God who fills all space, and to whom all things of right belong. The latter was only lifted up towards heaven, in token of its being devoted to God: but both these words are often used for an offering in general.

Exodus 29:29. His sons’, his eldest sons successively.

Exodus 29:30. Seven days; for so long the solemnity of the consecration lasted, Exodus 29:35.

Exodus 29:31. The holy place. In the court-yard at the door of the tabernacle, where it was both boiled and eaten, as appears from this and the next verse, and from Leviticus 8:31.

Exodus 29:33. A stranger, one who is not of the priestly race.

Exodus 29:37. An altar most holy, because it was not only holy in itself, but by its touch communicated a legal holiness to the victims, and to the people.

Exodus 29:38. Two lambs—day by day. There were other occasional sacrifices of various sorts; but these were constant, and never omitted. The whole church in their evening and morning devotion need the atonement of the Lamb of God, that taketh away the sin of the world. John 1:29.

Exodus 29:40. Tenth deal of flour, an omer, or the tenth part of an ephah; equal to about half a peck English.—A hin, the sixth part of an ephah; so that the fourth part of a hin of wine, according to Dr. Cumberland, was about a quart and something more than the quarter of a pint English. It contained the quantity of seventy two eggs. 

Exodus 29:45. I will dwell, by my special grace, and favour and blessing.

REFLECTIONS.
The Hebrew ritual exhibits here a scale of tragic grandeur, to show the holiness of God, the sinfulness of sin, and the manner in which the contrite might approach; for without shedding of blood there was no remission. Hebrews 9:22.

The law concerning the morning and evening sacrifice is founded on the obligation all men are under to serve God continually; and in particular, of offering him, at the beginning and end of every day, the sacrifice of prayer and praise.

If God promised the Israelites to dwell among them, we cannot doubt but he is more intimately present to defend and protect the christian church. This Paul proves, when he applies the promise in this chapter to christians: “I will dwell among them, and will be their God.” Also when he exhorts them, from this very consideration, to “cleanse themselves from all filthiness of flesh and spirit, perfecting holiness in the fear of God.” 2 Corinthians 7:1. 

30 Chapter 30 

Verses 1-38
Exodus 30:6. Before the veil. This altar, formed like the ark, of the incorruptible wood covered over with pure gold, represented the Son of God in human nature; and the incense typified his intercession. The former was placed within the sanctuary, the latter in the court without; for his sacrifice was offered on earth, his intercession is in heaven. But it was not fixed within the most holy place; because the continual intercession of Christ was to be represented by the daily burning of incense, morning and evening, by the other priests, as well as the highpriest. Such situation would therefore have interfered with the solemn institution of the annual entrance of the highpriest alone within the veil, on the day of atonement, which had a very important signification.

Exodus 30:8. Perpetual incense. Christ’s one offering has its efficacy every day, from the beginning to the end of the world: his intercession is unremitting and perpetual, which is thus represented. Their dressing and lighting the lamps prefigured the preaching of the word, which could only be rendered effectual by the intercession of Christ, conferring the blessing in answer to prayer.

Exodus 30:9-10. Make an atonement upon it. The application of the blood of atonement to the altar of incense, designated that the intercession of Christ derives all its efficacy from his sufferings; and therefore they must confine that altar to its prescribed use; for we need no sacrifice but Christ alone.

Exodus 30:13. A shekel is twenty gerahs. Rabbi Ramban, who died about the year 1260, procured a silver shekel at Ancona, of the time of the kings of Judah, weight about half an ounce, having a branch of the almond tree on one side, and an urn on the obverse. The letters were written in the Samaritan character, Shekels of Shekels, on the side of the urn, and Holy Jerusalem on the other. Some shekels have been found, having around the almond branch, Shekel of Israel. Their value is about half a crown of English money.—Half a shekel is the offering of the Lord. The LXX read το ημισυ του διδραχμου, half of the half shekel. This sum, paid yearly, was employed in forming the silver sockets for the sanctuary, Exodus 38:25-27; but more frequently, it is believed, in purchasing sacrifices and other requisites for public worship. This seems to have been the tribute that was demanded of Christ. Matthew 17:24. Other contributions were voluntary, according to the ability or liberality of the offerer; but this was the ransom of their souls, and was to be the same sum for all above twenty years of age, whether rich or poor. Those who refused to pay it could have no interest in the sacrifice, and might expect to be visited with the plague, Exodus 30:12. The souls of all are of equal value, equally forfeited by sin, and equally need a ransom. Christ is equally the near kinsman, the Goel or Redeemer of men; and the sprinkling of his atoning blood is freely dispersed on all the people.

Exodus 30:18-21. Laver—for Aaron and his sons. The laver of brass was a large cistern, in which was continually kept a quantity of water; and perhaps the foot was a bason which received the water out of the cistern by a cock, or some other contrivance, for their immediate use. For the priests, though washed at their consecration, were to wash their hands and feet every time they officiated, on pain of death; intimating the continual guilt they contracted in their daily employments, and converse with the world. John 13:11.

Exodus 30:23-25. Holy anointing oil, compounded of the most valuable ingredients, with which the priests, the altar, and almost every thing in the sanctuary were to be anointed. It was likewise poured upon kings, judges, and prophets, on their being appointed to office. This unction was emblematical of the gifts and graces of the Holy Spirit, without which we cannot profitably attend on any divine ordinance, or officiate with acceptance in any sacred service. It is Christ who anoints and seals his ministers and people, to whom is given an unction from the Holy One, the odour of which is grateful to men, and wellpleasing to God.—The anointing oil which Moses was commanded to make, according to a given prescription, was not to be used for common purposes, nor was any one allowed to imitate it; still greater is the sin of hypocrisy, and the guilt of despising the gracious operations of the Holy Spirit, which these anointings prefigured.

Exodus 30:34-38. Take sweet spices. This was the incense burnt upon the golden altar: they who take occasion from the doctrine of Christ’s intercession and grace to indulge in sin, and they who make intercessors of saints and angels, alike violate the spirit of the restriction here annexed. 

31 Chapter 31 

Verses 1-18

Exodus 31:3. I have filled him with the Spirit of God. How just to ascribe the glory to God for the powers of genius, seeing he has assuredly disposed the minds of men to the arts and sciences, as much as he allures and draws the soul to piety. It often wounds our feelings to hear the egotisms of our mechanics, who being practical men, despise scientific men, who are notwithstanding the ultimate guides of ingenious artists.

Exodus 31:8. The pure candlestick; because always kept bright and clean, or because made of pure gold.

Exodus 31:13. My sabbaths ye shall keep. This precept seems to be here repeated, to limit the time for doing the forementioned works. Though the work of the tabernacle and its utensils be holy, and for a holy use, yet I will not have it done upon my holy day. Ezekiel 20:12.—I the Lord doth sanctify you. I have selected you out of all people, and consecrated you to myself, to my service and worship, a great part whereof is the due observance of the sabbath.

Exodus 31:17. Was refreshed. Which denotes the pleasure or delight God took in reflecting upon his works, beholding that every thing he had made was very good. Genesis 1:31.

Exodus 31:18. Written with the finger of God. By God’s own powerful operation, and not by the art of man; or as the Jews say, by the express command and direction of God, by the ministration of an angel. This was not the first writing; the order and power of the alphabet among the Persians, the Goths, and the Hebrews, having one origin, undoubtedly from Noah, proves the contrary.

REFLECTIONS.
There are four reflections to be made on this chapter. First, That God did not leave it to the people to make choice of persons to work in the tabernacle, but named those who were to have the principal direction of this work; that it might appear that every thing relating to the divine service was done by his order and authority. Secondly, We find by this and the following chapters, that though the children of Israel had been in a state of oppression in Egypt, there were nevertheless among them some persons of both sexes who had ingenuity and capacity for all kinds of workmanship.

Thirdly, God on this occasion repeated the law concerning the observance of the sabbath, lest those who were to work in the tabernacle might imagine themselves at liberty not to rest on that day. The frequent repetition of this law, and the punishment of death denounced against its transgressors, sufficiently show its great importance. The constant observance of this day of rest served also to remind the Jews that they were the worshippers of the true God, and were by this means to be kept from falling into idolatry.

Lastly, After God had pronounced the law from Mount Sinai, he was pleased to engrave it upon two tables of stone, that it might be preserved to future ages without alteration. It has always been the will of God that men should adhere to his word, and to the revelation he has made of his will, without adding to or diminishing from it, or making the least alteration: and that they should make it the unalterable rule of their faith and practice. 

32 Chapter 32 

Verses 1-35
Exodus 32:1. Unto Aaron. Some copies read, the people gathered themselves together against Aaron. He sinned through fear of man; but as the Lord did not punish him with the revolters, the latter would seem to be the true reading.

Exodus 32:2. Break off your golden ear-rings. Those jewels had been obtained of the Egyptians; and stolen goods do not prosper, as may be seen in the case of the Danites, who carried off Micah’s silver idol.

Exodus 32:4. After he had made it a molten calf, they said, These be thy gods, O Israel. The ox or calf, on account of its strength, is called a cherub, or as St. Paul says, a mighty angel. 2 Thessalonians 1:7. The Lord placed cherubims on the east of Eden, to keep the way of the tree of life, Genesis 3:24; and Moses made two golden cherubims, to overshadow the mercy-seat. Exodus 25:18. In the prophetic vision of four living creatures, the cherub is placed before the eagle, the lion, and the man, Ezekiel 10:14; and the psalmist represents Jehovah as riding on a cherub, which formed his chariot, wafted on the wings of the wind. Psalms 18:10. Ezekiel 1. The apostle John beheld a similar vision, in which the four living creatures appear to represent the whole creation, as incessantly worshipping God; and of course the ox or the cherub was far enough removed from every idea of idolatry. Revelation 4:7-8.—But it may be said, what had Aaron or the Israelites to do with the calf, the Osiris and Isis of Egypt, which all critics allow to be the same as Aaron’s calf. The mythology of the Egyptians is, that Osiris was son of Jupiter and Niobe, and that he resigned his kingdom over the Argives in order that he might travel. Arriving in Egypt he softened their ferocious manners, taught them laws, how to sow corn, and how to reverence the gods. Being killed by his brother Serapis, the Egyptians prepared him altars, and worshipped him under the form of a bull; and this appears to be the idol which the Israelites had seen worshipped while in Egypt, with all its libidinous and luxurious rites. But whatever were the origin of this idolatry, or whatever allusion it might bear to the offering of bullocks on the patriarchal or Jewish altars, it formed in heathen worship a part of what an apostle calls “the darkness of this world.”—More on this subject may be seen in the notes on Genesis 43:32.—Jeroboam’s calves were afterwards formed on the model of the Egyptian Apis, as well as Aaron’s golden calf; and it was this species of idolatry which eventually procured the total ruin of the Jewish nation. Joshua 24:14. Ezekiel 20:7-8.

Exodus 32:5. A feast to the Lord. He probably meant to join the worship of the Lord with that of Osiris. But by a feast to the Lord, may be understood a great national festival.

Exodus 32:6. Burnt-offerings, for their sins: then followed the peace-offerings, for carnal joy. They sat down to eat and drink, and then rose up to dance and sing the bacchanalian songs; and according to St. Paul, they committed fornication. 1 Corinthians 10:8.

Exodus 32:20. Ground it to powder. Metals, when about half fusible with heat, will readily break to powder. Moses seems to have granulated the gold by melting and pouring it into water, which communicated to it a mineral poison, and gave it an unpleasant taste. The waters, thus impregnated, as Dr. Lightfoot supposes, caused the belly to swell; and he further supposes, that the Levites slew every man whose belly was swelled. In that case the waters discovered the wicked leaders of this revolt, and they spared not their dearest relatives.

Exodus 32:24. I cast it into the fire, and there came out this calf; as though Satan and the workmen had made the calf, while Aaron was merely a spectator! Sinners make but vain defences at the bar of omniscience. Happy for this priest to have had an intercessor, or he had, though a firstborn, assuredly lost his mitre. Moses staked his own life to save him.

Exodus 32:32. Blot me, I pray thee, out of thy book. This appeal proves beyond dispute the existence of letters prior to Moses. Pliny, speaking of the 16 letters brought by Cadmus into Greece, thinks that letters had always existed in Chaldea. The Hebrew and the Chaldaic alphabets are the same.—The erasure from the book, is illustrated by the Roman custom of a city-register for all the inhabitants; and if any man committed felony, his name was erased from the rank of citizens.—The christian fathers with one consent class this sublime sentiment with that of St. Paul, who was willing to be accursed for his brethren and kinsmen after the flesh. In this view, Christ was really made a curse for us. Blotting the people’s name is understood conditionally, if they shall continue in their sin. 

REFLECTIONS.
In the whole of the sacred writings we have not a chapter which more strikingly illustrates the ways of God with man, than the history of the golden calf. The Lord tried and proved his people, to show what was in the heart, for the instruction of future ages. And to be deprived of Moses was certainly an exercise of their faith and patience, though he had not retired without deputing judges to execute his office, and apprizing them that the object of his solitude was to receive the law, and a model of the sanctuary. Hence they were like a ship becalmed in the midst of the sea, and the impatience of their hearts rose into open revolt and avowed idolatry. Oh, how could they dare, after seeing the awful glory on the mount, to liken JEHOVAH “to a calf that eateth grass.” How could they dare to force their way to Canaan, and leave the cloud behind on the sacred mount. Whatever we do without God, shall prove a work of shame.

In Aaron, who ought on this occasion to have come forward as a confessor or a martyr for God, we have a sad instance of the frailty of man complying with popular clamour. Though he was not the cause of the crime, he was however a second and an agent: nor could he make any defence, except that of reproaching the people, which did not diminish his own sin. But all men, though honoured with the highest endowments of heaven, have not grace to stand in the fiery trial. He was one of those who followed not the Lord fully, and therefore he could not see the good land.

We may next remark the indignation of the Lord, and the punishment which immediately followed. In the preseding year, he had appeared to Moses at the burning bush and said, I have seen the affliction of my people. Now, disowning the apostate nation, he says thy people. Moses ventures to intersede; but the Lord at first refused his prayer, and wished him to desist. “Let me alone, that I may consume them in a moment, and I will make of thee a greater nation than they.” Oh thou backsliding and presumptuous offender, who hast more than once relapsed into drunkenness, and presumptuous sins against God, see in apostate Israel, as on a broad scale, the situation in which thy soul stands. The foul circumstances of Israel’s sin are highly expressive of the aggravating circumstances attendant on thy guilt. See thy longsuffering and gracious God now so roused to indignation, as to refuse the intercession of the best of men on thy behalf. There seems at last no remedy for thy oft repeated sin: the broken tables of the law proclaim thy covenant violated and forfeited. God is apparently fully resolved to cut thee off; to blot thy name out of his book, and to fill thy place in the church by a man more faithful to his grace.

We learn that, before prayer can be heard for men and nations, their iniquity must be put away. The idol must be destroyed, confusion must cover the guilty; and in Israel the crime was so atrocious, that three thousand leaders of the revolt must die before Moses dared to intersede the second time. How then shall sinners of our age, how shall a nation afflicted with so many evils and calamities, how shall they crowd the temples of God, while they do not purpose to abandon a single sin, nor to abridge themselves of a single luxury! If Gabriel, if Moses, and all the apostles were to weep and pray for such a nation, they could not be heard; nor can Jesus Christ himself intersede for men but in conformity to the covenant of redemption, which stipulates a pardon to those only who confess and forsake their sins. Oh it is this calf, this golden calf, this idol of pleasure, this revelling and drunkenness, this loss of religious principle, this indulgence in dissipation and impurity, which cause the angry cloud to stand opposed to our sins, and the prayers of saints very much to fail of effect.

But in Moses, the high characters of prophet, patriot, and mediator appear in all their excellence. He had loved his people for forty years, he had sacrificed the princely hope and glory of Egypt for their emancipation; nor can he survive the extermination of the stubborn race. It is great occasions which discover greatness of soul. The man of God interposes his own life between the people, and the strokes of vengeance. Without daring to arraign the justice from which the menace had proceeded, he pleads that the heathen would misconstrue so great a judgment, and urges the silent prayer of his country for life; and if that favour cannot be granted, he requests permission to die with the guilty. Here the eloquence of prayer assumed an omnipotent character: mercy prevailed over justice, and the arm of vengeance dropped its thunder. Here the charity of Moses, as St. Clement observes, was made perfect, which constituted him a model for future ages.

In the prayer of Moses, we have also a striking pattern of the mediatorial character of Jesus Christ. When the nations had forsaken the Lord, and worshipped and served the creature more than the Creator; when darkness had covered the earth, and gross darkness the people; when the anger of heaven was about to pour the most tremendous vengeance on the Jewish nation, and on the Roman world, then Jesus Christ interposed his life for the redemption of man, and with strong cries and tears solicited his pardon. Hence we live, because he ever lives to pray for us.

Lastly observe, it is a very great mercy when a praying people interpose their agonizing souls between an angry God, and their guilty country. The arm of justice ready to strike, seems embarrassed, and unable to smite the wicked without wounding the righteous, who are entwined among them by the most tender ties. This may save for a time, but the day will come when the one shall be separated from the other: and when that awful day arrive, Levi must no longer know father or mother, brother or sister; he must make God his portion, and the covenant his only hope. 

33 Chapter 33 

Verses 1-23
Exodus 33:2. I will send an angel: a created angel. Proof demonstrative that the christian fathers are all correct in declaring that the Angel of the covenant, in Exodus 3:2; Exodus 3:6; Genesis 48:16; and other places, was the Messiah, JEHOVAH, the Lord God of the fathers.

Exodus 33:4. No man did put on his ornaments. When the body is decorated with gems and costly apparel, it is far from being a sign of humiliation and repentance in the sight of God. But the Syriac reads, “and no one assumed his arms,” which implies that the Israelites submitted themselves to the divine disposal. The people came armed to Samuel at Mizpeh, a general custom among ancient nations, which still subsists, as Mr. Campbell states, among the Caffres.

Exodus 33:5. Put off thy ornaments. It was a custom to lay aside their best raiment in times of affliction, and to wail and lament like the dragons and the owls. Micah 1:8.

Exodus 33:7. Took the tabernacle, and pitched it without the camp. If God would not go with the people, his tent, used in a devotional way till the Mystical Tabernacle was built, must not remain among them. By this act Moses regarded the people as almost excommunicated.

Exodus 33:11. Face to face; that is, familiar, as with a friend; for he was told, Exodus 33:20, that he could not see the face of God and live. God spake to him without a mediator, and without any special sacrifice.

Exodus 33:14. My presence shall go with thee. פני Panai, my faces shall go with thee, the light of my countenance, variously manifested, according to circumstances, and so as to meet every want and difficulty; my omnipotent arm shall give thee the land, and preserve thee a separate people. What promise can be more encouraging to a minister in his work, or a christian in his pilgrimage! It is enough for suffering saints and pilgrims to have a God.

Exodus 33:19. I will make all my goodness. My blessedness, my light; or I will reveal to thee all my goodwill to men; or I will manifest my name, as in Exodus 34:5-6.—I will be gracious to whom I will be gracious. That is, I will be gracious to thee, and to the people for whom thou hast prayed; but not without a holy distinction; for those who presumptuously offend shall die. And in the issue, I will be gracious to the gentiles also. Thus the Almighty diversifies his favours.

Exodus 33:23. Thou shalt see my back parts. Here Moses was favoured with a vision of the Messiah incarnate, but he saw not his face. This was reserved for the happy age when God jointly favoured him and Elijah, and the three disciples, with that high honour on the mount. Matthew 17. There is not perhaps a text in all the sacred writings which more strikingly proves, that christianity is built on the foundation of Moses and the prophets.

REFLECTIONS.
Though the Lord had pardoned the iniquity of his people, in the worship of the golden calf; yet it was with such present punishments, and menaces of future visitation as were very intimidating, and calculated to preserve them from the contagion of idolatry. One of those punishments he here repeats, which affected them more than all the others; it was to withdraw the cloud of his glory, and leave them to the care of an angel.

Seeing the sacred tent removed from the centre to the extremity of the camp, they expected the awful threat to have been put into immediate execution. Every man stood at the door of his tent, and looked on with anxiety and fear. And behold, the cloudy pillar removed, and stood at the door of the tabernacle, where prayer was made. And all the people, when they saw the cloud move, prostrated at the door of their tents, and prayed earnestly that he would not remove his glory from among them. They joined with Moses in the fervent request, though unable to hear his voice, “If thou go not with us, send us not up out of this place.” Let the christian church learn of afflicted Israel, to esteem the divine presence above every honour and comfort which earth can afford. If once the glory of God should depart from the sanctuary, we have every thing to fear.

In order that God may not forsake us, nor take away his Holy Spirit when gross sins have been committed, let us mourn like offending Israel, nor dare immodestly to decorate ourselves, and display a vain parade of pride in his presence. What can those votaries of the follies and fashions of the day mean, by appearing in the house of God dressed so as scarcely to escape the censure of a profane theatre! Do they think that the Most High, who seeks his temple in the humblest heart, is like the giddy age, attracted by the splendour of exterior decorations? After profaning the early part of the sacred sabbath, after neglecting secret devotion through an excessive attention to dress, do they think that the Lord will accept their public service when they enter his house as a levee, merely to pay him a sort of civil homage and pompous respect. Ah, no! He resisteth the proud, but giveth grace to the humble. No, not one among the mourners of Israel put on his ornaments: they arrayed themselves in the more acceptable dispositions of a broken spirit and a contrite heart.

It was by repeated and fervent prayers, by humiliation and unfeigned repentance, that God was entreated to reverse the sentence, and promise that his presence should go with the people. How holy: how jealous is the Lord our God! How slow to anger: how easy to be entreated. When Israel murmured for water, and murmured for bread and flesh, the Lord passed by the transgression of his people: but here was a total revolt, and a revolt of the grossest kind. And what could have been expected, but that he would either have consumed them in a moment, or totally withdrawn the visible marks of his presence? But how soon his anger is turned away; how readily does he promise to continue his presence among them. And this God is our God: he governs us by the same gracious laws. We have indeed so often provoked him, that he might have given us up to our own way. But oh the riches of his mercy; we still live, and live to praise him; and we hope to praise him in the land he has promised to give us for an everlasting inheritance.

These very encouraging marks of the divine condescension, made Moses desire to see his glow; for as yet he had seen it only in the cloud. Men most favoured with interior marks of his love shed abroad in the heart are often animated with strong desires to see him as he is, and to be transformed into all the glory of his image: and while our desires after holiness and heaven are strong, we do not ask in vain. We anticipate future felicity. The Lord hides us in the cleft of the rock, and causes his goodness to pass before us. Oh the heaven, the unutterable heaven which meditation and prayer sometimes bring down into the soul. Oh the goodness of God which appears in the gift of Jesus Christ, and in all the grace which comes through him. While the soul is engaged in the contemplation of grace so abundant, and of a hope so glorious, earth retires, and loses all its charms. All the beauties of nature are eclipsed, and are accounted as nothing in comparison of the excellent knowledge of Jesus Christ the Lord.

The beatific vision was here expressly promised. Where are those philosophical divines, pests of the church, who say, that in all the writings of Moses no mention is made of a future state? Do they mean to insinuate, that God would trifle with a happy soul in the ecstasy of its devotion. Let them make the request of Moses, to see the glory or the face of God; and let them hear his voice saying, that no man can see it and live; and let them frankly say, whether they would not understand it as a declaration that men may see it in the life to come. On this immortality let all our confidence be reposed, it will sustain us under all the trials of life; and let our flesh rest in hope, for our bones shall not remain in Egypt. 

34 Chapter 34 

Verses 1-35
Exodus 34:1. I will write upon these tables. Deuteronomy 10:4. The Lord wrote on these tables according to the first writing. In the last clause of Exodus 34:28, the pronoun he refers, not to Moses, but to the Lord, who wrote on the two tables while Moses was commanded to write the words of the covenant in a book. They contained the duties we owe to God and man.

Exodus 34:9. Oh Lord, let my Lord, I pray thee, go among us. This address is to Adonai, who is twice named, as Messiah or Angel of the covenant. Adonai is addressed as “My Lord,” probably in imitation of Moses in this place, in Psalms 110:1.

Exodus 34:15. Go—after their gods. Israel as a nation was betrothed and married to the Lord; hence the worship of idols is branded, in continuous language, with the detestable epithets of fornication and adultery. Jeremiah 2:3, and Ezekiel 16.

Exodus 34:16. And thou take their daughters. Marriage with the daughters of the land was absolutely prohibited to prevent idolatry. 1 Esdras 9:7. Though the Idumeans, the Edomites, and the Ammonites were related to them; yet Solomon is censured for taking wives of those nations. Moses allows, however, of a female captive being married to a Hebrew, because, it would seem, that no danger of idolatry existed from a solitary child. Deuteronomy 21:10.

Exodus 34:21. In harvest thou shalt rest. This marks the sabbath to be hallowed above the most urgent labours of secular life. He who grants a dispensation to violate this day of rest, arrogates to himself a sovereignty above his Maker, who has sanctified the sabbath from the creation of the world.

Exodus 34:29. The skin of his face shone. The Hebrew, the Septuagint, and the Vulgate read, “his face was horned.” Rabbi Kimchi gives the true sense in saying, that his face was radiated with splendour. The variations are merely idioms of speech. This refracted splendour of uncreated glory designates the divine authority of the law, but veiled with shadows till they were superseded by the perfect and ever-during splendour of the glorious gospel of Christ. So St. Paul illustrates this passage. 2 Corinthians 4. 

REFLECTIONS.
As the sweetest serenity and fragrance are diffused through the air after a thunder storm; so after the storm of divine anger, excited by the calf, had subsided, every blessing of peace and joy was shed down on the pardoned Hebrews. The Lord heaped new favours and new promises on their heads, and seemed to love them the more, because he had forgiven their sin. How sweet, how divinely sweet and attractive are the reconciling charms of grace! Israel were instructed by their fall, and God rejoiced to see his people have a better mind.

Though the sacred tables had been broken, yet God, now reconciled to his people, was once more pleased to write the precepts with his own hand. Carnal men, ever biased by passion and self-love, have need that the laws of heaven should ever be before their eyes, and in broad characters. But the end of the commandment being charity, out of a pure conscience and faith unfeigned, let us pray the Lord to write all these laws on our hearts by his Holy Spirit.

When this law was given the Lord clothed himself with every character of terror, and suffered no one to approach him but the mediator of the covenant. Now, iniquity being purged with blood, the Lord assumes every character of mercy and compassion. He caused his goodness to pass before his servant, while the voice proclaimed, the Lord, the Lord God, merciful and gracious to his people; longsuffering to the wicked, forgiving iniquity on repentance, and keeping mercy to thousands of generations: but withal guarding the riches of grace by the terrors of justice, for he will visit the iniquities of the impenitent world upon their descendants. Where children on coming of age fall in with their fathers’ habits and crimes, they seem to inherit their sins, as well as their substance. Because the Jews persecuted our Saviour and his apostles, he accounted them guilty of their fathers’ crimes in killing the prophets. Let all ministers therefore learn of Moses to hold forth the gracious idea of God, but never to preach mercy to wavering men in an unqualified way. How gracious, how good is the Lord! Of the eleven attributes named here, nine are attributes of grace, that sinners might be encouraged to repent and serve so gracious a Being.

Israel once more restored to the divine favour, are cautioned against future falls. They were enjoined to make no covenants, to contract no marriages with the idolatrous nations, because it would draw them into all the sins of the heathen, and into greater punishments, as having more light and higher privileges. In future ages, the truth of this prediction was evinced by sad experience. Samson, mighty Samson, the glory of Israel and the terror of all its foes, lost the divine favour by feasting with the Philistines. The danger is equally great to the christian world. If regenerate people intimately connect themselves with those whom the Holy Spirit calls uncircumcised in heart and ear, they will surely imbibe the same spirit, and be involved in the same punishment.

God having promised very great things to Israel, was graciously pleased to give a specimen of the evangelical and eternal glory, couched in these proclamations of grace, by communicating a divine lustre to the countenance of Moses. He saw in a vision the Word made flesh, and the uncreated glory was for a while reflected by the face of his servant, though he knew it not. Oh let it be the object of our heart, the end of all our life, to see him as he is, and then we shall be like him. And in order to that, let us seek the glory of perfect love and sanctifying grace. Let us behold, as with open face in the gospel glass, the glory of the Lord, that we may be changed from glory to glory, even as by the spirit of the Lord. 2 Corinthians 3:18. But the lustre of Moses’ face soon faded, intimating that the glory of the shadowy law was to be superseded by the everlasting glory of Christ. Hence, one day, we shall see him in the brightness of the Father’s glory, and reflect his lustre for evermore. And even here, communion with God gives, I know not what, of lustre to the soul. It purifies it from low desires, fills it with every sentiment and affection noble and divine; and from this participation of the divine nature, it sheds looks of grace and heaven on all around.

Moses, surprised to see the elders embarrassed, and shrinking from his presence, was obliged to veil his countenance. This is figurative of the dark veil of ignorance on the Jews, and on the carnal world. But when they turn to the Lord, the veil is done away in Christ. The mystery of the gospel hid in ages past under the shadows of the ritual law is made manifest. The Saviour reveals himself under them as he does not unto the world; and even to the christian world the veil which covers futurity is but slightly rent. Now we see through a glass darkly, or by the analogy of crowns, robes, feasts, glory, &c; but then we shall see his face. The Truth himself cannot lie; if it were not so he would have told us; and our faith which is the substance of things hoped for, shall deceive us only by revealing a heaven ten thousand times happier than it could enter into the heart of man to conceive. 

Exodus 34:3. No fire. The manna being prepared on the preseding night, they had no need of fires for dressing their food, Exodus 16:29; and fires for furnaces and other works are here expressly forbidden. Some think that this precept was temporary, and respected only the time they dwelt in the desert: but I see no authority for limiting the precept to that period. Be that as it may, the law was not absolutely observed among the Jews, as appears from the diversity of opinion among the rabbins on the subject; and it was never considered as binding on the christian church. In the colder regions of Europe, our little infants and sick people require the indulgence of a fire: nevertheless, as God has twice written the law of the sabbath with his own hand, we may mark its sanctity to be immutable and inviolably great.

35 Chapter 35 

Verses 1-35

The six last chapters of this book are chiefly a repetition of what the Lord had commanded Moses. Hence the substance of them has been anticipated.

REFLECTIONS.
God who commanded his sanctuary to be made, has counted the costs, by amply providing the means of its erection. The gifts we find must proceed from a willing heart, and the work must be achieved by those whose spirit he had stirred up. The nation, men, women, and artists, were all cheerfully employed in preparing the habitation of the Most High. Let the christian world learn to do all the works of piety and of charity with these views, and in this spirit. Let us say, with Origen, Lord Jesus, grant that I may have some monument in thy tabernacle. Oh I would wish that some part of the gold might be my oblation, of which the mercy-seat is made and the ark covered, or out of which the candlestick is beaten. But if I have neither gold nor silver, I would at least wish to give brass for the sockets and the rings, and for other things prescribed by the command. Oh that I were one of the princes, that I might offer precious stones for the priestly vestments. That not being in my power, let me find the favour of offering goats’ hair to the temple of my God, that I may not be found unfruitful in his presence.

Among the Hebrews we might now have seen a noble spirit. The Lord had once more promised to dwell among them, and accompany them to the good land. The princes offered their richest gifts, the ladies offered their jewels of gold and silver. They left to themselves only the simple charms of nature, that their minds might enjoy the nobler virtues of a meek and quiet spirit. The poorer women, destitute of gold, but rich in the labour of their hands, took hold of the distaff, and spun the yarn for the pavilion of God; and those trained to the finer works of the needle, embroidered the curtains with beautiful devices. Let the christian church catch this holy ardour, and serve God and his cause with a heart equally prompt and willing in his work.

The skilful artist, fraught with Egyptian science and celestial tuition, proceeded with the work. Struck with the simple majesty of the sacred model, they added no devices of their own, but conformed their work to the divine counsel and command. What a pattern for christian ministers to follow. Let us disencumber ourselves of the canons and creeds of corrupt ages, and go back to the fountains of scripture for pure water, and to the primitive church for perfect models, that we may build according to the Saviour’s heavenly plan. 

Many of the particular parts of the tabernacle mentioned here, are explained in the preseding chapters. The cubit is thought by Dr. Lightfoot to be but eighteen inches.

36 Chapter 36 

Verses 1-38
Exodus 36:1. The sanctuary; that is, the whole of the tabernacle.

Exodus 36:8. Cherubims, or Cherubim. The term signifies an expanse of knowledge. They were made in the figure of young men, with extended wings; so that standing, one on each end of the ark, the extremity of one wing touched the extremity of the other.

Exodus 36:14-15. Goats’ hair—eleven curtains, forty five feet in length, and six in breadth. These were very strong, and were covered with rams’ skins dyed red, importing that the blood of the covenant shed on Calvary, is the real cover and defence of the church.

REFLECTIONS.
We know not here which to admire most, the willingness of the people to give, or the diligence and emulation of the artists to expedite the work. In every view they are instructive to the christian church. We should never suffer the work of God to languish for want of support: and God having most amply supplied his ministers with all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge in his revealed word, they should all be busy in searching the scriptures, and in the acquisition of every branch of knowledge connected with the ministry. Here is work enough before them for a whole life. We should all be busy and full of energy, for God is raising his glorious and spiritual sanctuary; and that man who is idle in so great a day, will neither be made a pillar in the temple of God, nor suffered to dwell in his house. 

37 Chapter 37 

Verses 1-29
Exodus 37:7. He made two cherubim. The Egyptians had figures in their temples which resembled these. See on Ezekiel 1.

Exodus 37:24. Of a talent. See on 1 Kings 10:14. 

38 Chapter 38 

Verses 1-31
Exodus 38:1. The altar. The tabernacle had two celebrated altars, the altar of incense within the sanctuary, and the altar of burnt-offering mentioned here, which was without. The exterior frame was wood, the platform was a hollow network of brass, that the ashes might pass through, and that the air having free access to the fire, the victims might be quickly consumed. Many hallowed implements also appertained to the altar, as shovels and pans to bring the coals and take away the ashes, and hooks to turn the pieces of the victims. It was provided also with brazen dishes or censers, in which the priest conveyed the fire into the holy place when he burnt incense. From these mysteries I learn that my sinful soul ever needs to take refuge at the atoning altar; and my heart has need to be constantly warmed with the flame of redeeming love: and I would never cease to offer up to God, through Jesus my great High-priest, the sacrifices of prayer and praise. Let the sinner likewise flee and take hold of the horns of this altar, on which the great propitiatory sacrifice has been offered up, and there wait for pardon and acceptance through the atoning blood.

Exodus 38:8. The laver. This was made of pieces of polished brass, used by the women as mirrors. It stood near the altar, and here the priest washed his hands and his feet. This laver presignified the cleansing waters of baptism, or rather of regeneration, in which we are cleansed by the blood and the Spirit of Christ from all filthiness of the flesh and spirit, that we may afterwards proceed to perfect holiness in the fear of the Lord.—Looking glasses. This is an accommodated reading; glasses not being used till after our Saviour’s time. The Hebrew ראה raah, is he saw, as in Genesis 29:32; “the Lord hath looked on my affliction.” Here the word looked is equivalent to that of a reflector. Among the Greeks those reflectors were made of mixed metals, copper, tin and brass. The apostle refers to these in 1 Corinthians 13:12 : “Now we see in a speculum darkly.”

REFLECTIONS.
How immense the oblations of a poor and afflicted people! What gold and silver, and precious stones; what brass and linen, and riches they bestowed on the sanctuary of the Lord; and yet they continued to give till forcibly restrained by a refusal of their gifts. Yet what are all these perishable gifts, when compared with the gift of Christ, and all his grace! God who is rich in mercy, when we were dead in trespasses and sins, hath raised us up together with Christ, and made us sit together in heavenly places. And shall we think any thing too rich to give to God, or too hard to do for his service. Oh no: had we the wisdom of Bezaleel, the skill of Aholiab and Ahisamach, we should employ the whole for him; and bless him that he has counted us worthy to have a name and a place in his house for ever. 

39 Chapter 39 

Verses 1-43
REFLECTIONS.—After the short space of four or five months, we find this mystical tabernacle fully completed. It was a portable and temporary habitation of the most high God, and a figure of his true church in her pilgrimage to a better world.

The several parts of the sanctuary are here repeated, says Mr. Ainsworth, to show that every thing was made after the model exhibited on the mount, and according to the divine command. God who alone saw the future glory of his church, and knew how he would be approached by Jesus Christ, must be his own architect. Hence in this sacred pavilion, we have the glory of the church and kingdom of God presignified to the ancient world.

The dress of Aaron seemed as though it had collected the most tasteful of patriarchal propriety, or borrowed the plumage of the most beautiful birds. His mitre, or bonnet, inscribed with Holiness to the Lord, marked the dignity of his office, as crowned with glory and righteousness. The whiteness of his raiment, decorated with lace of blue; the ephod or sash of blue curiously flowered with gold; the fringe, the pomegranates, and the bells pendent to his robe, gave it a splendid termination, and announced his approach with pardon and peace to Israel. Above all, the breastplate of judgment, so called because God gave the answers to enquiries by Urim and Thummim. Numbers 27:21. The breastplate, whose precious stones reflected the light of the sun with all the tints of the prism or rainbow, gave a lustre to his sacred person becoming the majesty of his high service, and made him a glorious figure of Jesus Christ, in whom are concentrated the perfection of beauty, and all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge.

All this splendour was not given for vain parade, but for the most serious and arduous service of the sanctuary. The highpriest was to make atonement for the sins of the people; he was to love them, to pray for them, to enforce discipline, and to publish by his life and doctrine, the laws and righteousness of the Most High. Let us, while we revere his character, see in his person the glory of our Redeemer, and in the superior glory of his priesthood, the real object of all the shadows, and the captivating grandeur of the ritual law. When the workmen had given an astonishing finish to the several parts of all their work, Moses revised the whole; and on finding it done according to the Lord’s command, he rewarded them with his approbation and blessing. It does not appear that they asked or coveted any greater reward. The people gave gifts, and the artists gave labour; all were happy and content; and when the Lord Jesus shall come to take account of his servants’ work; if it shall be found that our poor services have been done according to his commands, and in his spirit; if he shall say, well done good and faithful servants; if he shall add, come ye blessed children of my Father, the reward is infinite, and the glory ineffable. We shall all be kings and priests unto God, and dwell in his house for ever. 

40 Chapter 40 

Verses 1-38

REFLECTIONS.—On the first day of the first month of Abib, the tabernacle was reared. How time steals away! One year is gone; and what an eventful year to Israel, but now crowned with glory and with joy. Fifty days had elapsed before the promulgation of the law. Forty days expired while Moses was on the mount. Thirty four were spent in chastising and reforming Israel concerning the revolt of the golden calf. Forty days more were spent in receiving the second tables of the law, for the time of our backsliding is worse than lost in the sight of God. And perhaps a third forty were spent on the same mount. Be that as it may, with the intervening space of time, they had arrived at the seventh day of the tenth month. Now on the first day of the new year of Israel’s emancipation, when the spring displayed the beauties of nature, they erected the tabernacle to display the glory of religion.

With what reverence and joy would Israel survey the majestic, beautiful, and mysterious pavilion of the Lord. Here was the mercy-seat, or throne of the Shechinah, surrounded with cherubims: and the ark of his strength before him, to show that he is ever mindful of his promises. Here was the veil of blue, separating the holy of holies, from the holy place in the sanctuary, adumbrating that a future state, and the invisible glory are veiled from the eyes of men. Here was the table with twelve loaves, importing that Israel might every morning find food in the house of God. Near it stood the golden altar of incense, to show how the devotion of the good ever ascends as a cloud before God, and grateful in his sight. The candlestick, with its seven lamps, was always burning, to signify that the light and glory of God are ever shining by his word and Spirit upon his worshippers. In the approach to this most sacred mansion stood the great brazen altar of burnt-offering. Here the offender might leave his victim, confess his sin, and be sprinkled with the atoning blood: then purged in his conscience, he might wash in the laver, and enter the courts of the Lord. And oh, is this the road, the awful road to God. Is there no way of approaching the Just and Holy One but by death, and by blood. How awful then is the nature, and how dreadful are the consequences of sin. But how insufficient must the death of a sheep be for the atonement of my great and manifold sins. Surely all this grandeur is but a shadow of the real atonement, and of the great Mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus. Oh it is on Calvary, and only on Calvary, that the true atonement is made. It is the second Adam, the spotless Lamb dying in union with the Godhead, so close as to constitute the divine and human nature of Christ but one person, which makes atonement for the sin of the soul. It is from the cross, as from the high altar, the blood flows which washes away the guilt of the nations. There, oh God, let me purge my conscience: there let me wash my hands, my heart in innocency, and so compass thine altar. There let me commence my death unto sin, till iniquity all expire; there let me begin to live unto righteousness, and henceforth serve thee in newness of life.

No sooner had Israel, with this great labour and freewill-offering prepared the sanctuary of the Lord, and invited his descent with the fervent devotion of their hearts, than the Lord filled the tabernacle with glory and a cloud, and made it the place of his rest and joy. And delighting to dwell among them, he became their guide and defence in the desert land. So if the temple of my soul be prepared by repentance, and by the expectation of his presence, he will delight to dwell in my heart for ever.

This sacred book began with the affliction of Israel, and with the birth of Moses, and now it closes with a full view of their emancipation, with the glory of their sanctuary, with a sight of the God of Abraham dwelling with his people for ever. May all the wonders of providence and grace, exhibited for our redemption, come in like manner to this happy close. 

